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To the Right Reverend Father 
in God, John Lord Biſhop 
of Oxford, Dean of Chriſt- 

Church, &c. | 


My Lord, 
Treatiſe againſ{ Irreligion , 
_ þ rM, defied 
[e then to your Lordſhip ; Thoſe life 
7 7s one of the beſt proofs we have 
for Religion ; whence we may not 
only conclude the truth of Chriſtia- 
nity, but alſo that its ſevere? rules 
are ealy and pratticable.Irreligious 
men may elude the cleareft demon- 
S7rations,and laugh them to ſcorn; 
but they cannot but wonder at, and 
geild up qr 2% to thoſe great 
examples which —_ in your 
Lordſhips condutt. They firike at 
their hearts with an irreſitible 
force, and do not only convince 
them cf, but alſo perſwade them 
to a better belief. Mw 


—_- -  —— —_— —_ - ————  ——_B = 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
My Lorg, yow Lordſip's both 
daorech and private, Eprſcop al any 

omeitick wertues, make Irreht _ 
gion aſham'd of its own principles 
and do abundantly evince, that the 
Church of England, :7 7 h/ſe lat 
ter ages, wherein wices ſeem to 
have over-run the whole world, 
has ftill the means and vertues of 
the pramitive time. 

Tour 1.ordihip refus'd the high- 
ef? dignities in the Church with as 
much earnestneſs as others courts 
and follow them{Epiſcopacy, which 
uſually lays opex thoſe Iefeths, a 
private hife had before happily 
conceal d, aid reveal in you all 
the qualities the Apolliles and 
the ancient Canons require int 
4 Biſbop : you have rs upon 
you all the burden, and left all 
the Splendor of ſo great a charge ; 
and your Lordſhip rather ſuffers 


then enjoys the bonours that are , 


Sora le from zt. 

ou gzve the Clergy of your Dio- 
ceſs, the example of a penitent and 
laborious life, of a conitant ſelf 
| denial 


'The Epiſtle Dedicator y. 
denial of an indefatigable chartey, 
of an = and CO Snth _— 
ation, of unſpeakable love to the 
ancient ſpirit of the Church, and 
of an uninterrupted reſidency and 
care of their Flocks; they verify 
in your Lordſhip, that famous 
ſaying of one of the greatefF Br- 
ſhops that ever was. Verus Amor 
refti haber in ſe Apoſtolorum 
Conſilia, & Apoſtolicas SanCio- 
nes. | 

My Lord, I had the happineſs 
to be for two years together wit- 
neſs of your Lordſhips holy life ; 
when I was under your govern- 
ment in Chriſts Church, that mag- 
nificent Colledg. Which the gran- 
deur of its buildings, and ampli- 
tude of its revenues commend leſs 
then the gravity of its Canons, 
and the number, leatning, vertue, 
and civility of its Students. The 
Univer/ity of Oxford , who know 
no equel out of this Kingdom, and 


is now, and bas been for many hun- - 
dred years together a ſemmary of 


great men both in Church andState; 
owes 


CC TE—_  — —— 


The Epiſtle Dedica tory. 


&wes to your Lorſhip the greates 
part of hey [plendor, you 1mprove 
her butldmgs, increaſe her reve- 
wues ; enlarge ber libraries ; en 
courage all arts and ſcience to flock 
fo. her as to their center, keep up 
the Ariftneſs of her diſcipline, 
and the reverence due to her de- 
grees. 

: Treceiv'd there ſo many favours 
of your Lordſhip's, both in publick 
and private for the comfort of my 
foul, *and the improvement of my 
STudies, that I ſhould be guilty 
of a moft notorious ingratiinde ; 


if I did not let the World know 


how good and generous your Lord- - 


frip has been to me. This zs the 
end, my Lord of this Dedicaticn ; 
and 1 will think my weak endea- 
Tours abundantly rewarded , if 
T can perſwade the World that you 
hate engag d me to be as long as I 

hive, 0 FE6U 
p My Lord, 

Your Lordſhips 

moſt humble and 
moſt obedient Servant ; 

H. C. de Luzancy. 


Advertiſement. 
HE Reader muſt expett here 


no demonſtrations for Chri- 
tran Religion. This Treatiſe which 
is rather an eſſay then a book, 
ſuppoſes it not as demonſtrated, 
but only as probable as Irreligion 
ſeems to be to Irreligious Men. 
And that this may not ſeem to be 
ſaid at a wenture, it is prouv'd 
firſt, that Irreligion cannot be de- 
monfirated; But has only in the 
minds of its votaries a great de- 
gree of probability : ſo that Irre- 
ligion and Religion, are equally 
probable. And 11y, that ſuppo- 
 ſmg Chriftzanity as probable, it ts 
the greatei? madeth in the World 
uot to embrace it. 
This is the deſign of this Trea- 
tiſe, of which it may be ſaid, 
that the form is new, or at leaf? 
ſeems to be manag d after ſuch a 
manner, as to leave no room to the 
flanderers of Chriſtianity, or pre- © 
Judices to its adverſaries. 
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 » Againſt 


Irrelig1on : 


_ The Firſt Diſcourſe. 


—__— — 


LO — ——_ 


- Cray. I. 


T he eafuſt way to bring an Trree' 
ligious 'man to believe, is to ſup«: 


poſe his doubts. ' * © 


"Here are a ſort of men 


Chriftian Religion, as 


B Adoubredly 


\.'Y C.-Y 
% 
| 
*_ 
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loafteted concerning: 


neither to reject it as. totally 
falſe, 'nor embrace it as un-- 


*. am Wk ts Aon 
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doubredly true ; "but they hang 
berween both, mov'd by the 
different -impreffions tharFaith 
on the one {tde, .and the Rea- 
ſons. of Irreligion on the other, 
work 'in their "minds. "They 
owe to that confus'd mixture of 
opinions, that they ate: either 
wholly Religious nor Irreligi- 
os. They perform the out- 
ward offices of Religion, doubt- 
ing ſtill of what it propoſes to 
believe, to hope, and-to fear ; 
and leaving to \their fate'to de- 
cide what ſhall become of them 
after their death, they only mind 
now an eaſte .and contented 


life 
furcher 4 


| Sore have _ | 
and doubting has fo farprevail'd 
upon them, as to choak .and. 


> CX- 


A Treatiſe againſt Irreligion; + 
extinguiſh in them the very 
leaſt ſpark'of Faith. Either they 
own no other. Divinity 'but:* 
Nature, as the Atheiſts, or ad- 
mitting of a God, they deny' 
Chriſt as the Diiſts and hold- 
ing the World to be eternal, 
and the Soul mortal, cur off the 
confequences attending the im- 
mortality of the Soul, viz. the 
laſt; Jadgmene , Heaven, and 
Hell. 

How different ſoever duke 
rwo {orts of men appear tous," 
yet it may be faid that cheir 
Ercors flow from the {ame 
ſouree,' WR; an uncertainty and ' 
1 .of mind,” which ex- 
aQts veal ns for | every thing, 
and; þ fatisfh'd with none, 


hilar the poſſeſfion of its 
B 2 free- 


- CREE ACK. ro nh inf ec eta. A. 
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freedomi. All the difference 
berween' them is, that the one 
carry. their doubts ſo far as to 
become rafhily confident, and 
miſtake that for falſhood which 
is not demonſtrated, as they are 
pleas'd to fancy it ; whereas the 
others {till doubting , ſtill ir- 
relolure, bring themſelves to a 
neutrality not a whit betterthan 


an open and profels'd impie- 


F It is very often needleſs to 
make uſe of- ſolid reaſons to 
cure them whom their preju-- 
dices arm and fence againſt all 
realons. They reject Scripture, 
laugh at Tradition , - fuſpe& 
gwen is beyond the reach 
of a natural underſtanding; tho 
i; be never ſo little ; andi{poil- 


A Treatiſe againſt Irreligion... 5; 
ing Faich of all the Authority 
it has oyer us, admit of no other 
principles but Reaſon,. Experi- 
ence, and the Teſtimony of their 
Senſes. 

And ſo the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments thatReligion claims,to re- 
move or oppoſe Errours, being 
drawn from Scripture and. ra- 
dition, rejecting either of them, 
they think themſelves invin- 
cible, becauſe they ſhift till they 
cannot be ſpoken or foughe 
withal, | 

It may be ſo far condeſcenoed 
with them, asta make uſe of nei- 


ther ; nay, as to lay: aſide all the 
proofs Hiſtory, Philoſophy and 
Nature affords, and-only ſtick 
tg their doubts and uncertain- 
«- "RR 


» ; 
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I ſay doubts and. uncertain- 
ries; for if they have no demon- 
tration for Chriſtian Religion, 
they have none againſt ir. ,The 
moſt learned in the myſteries of 
Irreligion, have not yet demon- 


ſtrated the Erernity - of | the 
World, the Mortality of the 
Soul , . the Impoſlibility of a 
Judgment, and of an eternall 
happy or unhappy Life. All 
that they have done is to elude 
and evade the Arguments 
brought. to aflert them ; all 
which ſumm'd up, amounts at 
moſt to a probable doubt, but 
can never reach to a full and 
real per{waſton. 

Bur the nature of doubr be- 
ing to be equal on both fides, 


they muſt give us leave: ro 


, doubt 


A Treatiſe againſt Irreligion. 
doubt of the Dogmes of Irreli- 
gion, as of things that may be 
falſe. Nor can they complain 
we require too much of them, 
when we deſire ther to aſſent, 
That it may be there us God it may 
be our Soul is immortal ; it may be 
the World had a Hegiming and muſt 
have an end ; it may be there 4s a 
Life to come. The ks Acuhorly of 
ſo many Nations that ador'd 
God for five thouſand years, and 
Chriſt near two thouſand 
enough to counterballance "har 
reaſons, and make the queſtion 
At leaſt dubious and —— 
and is ſo far from doing then 
any wrong, that their —_— 
cannot be more advanta 
than to ſuppole their 26G 
| and look upon them as Pria- 


ciples 
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ciples that muſt end the diffe- 


TENCe. 


Cray IL 
That in things that are e doubt fl, tis + 
a infallible Rule of Prudence,To 
cloſe with that Party where there 
i nothing to loſe, and much to 


gam, Application of that Rule 
to Chriſtianity. 


CC Elf-intereſt is the part man 
IF is molt tender of : all ex- 
ternal conſiderations may move, 
- but that only can perſwade and 
determine him to any thing ; 
and ſince the time fin brought 
him to take himſelf for his ulti- 
mate end, he lpyes om, 
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himſelf, or if he loves any thing 
beſides, 'ris ſtill for himſelf, and 
' the advantages he hopes from 
it, The greater they are, and 
the nearer they come to him, 
the more he is affected with 
them. Thus, tho friends, riches, 


; - and all other external advanta- 


ges {way extreamly with him ; 
yer their influence comes ſhort 
of that which his liberry, health, 
life, reputation, and generally 
all thoſe, wherein his happineſs 
3s concern'd, have upon him. So 
that if ſuch advantage is ſet be- 
fore his eyes, -as not only con- 
cerns him for a while, or for a 
part of himſelf, but embraces 
whatſoever his body and ſoul 
can compals through the ſpace 
of his eternity, there is no 
: Ot doubt 
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doubt he will earneſtly run to 
it. If in things of lels impor- 
tance, as are his friends, his li- 
berry, or his life, he ſeems ſo 
concern'd;what mult not be ex- 
pected from him, when he is 
ſenſible, that from whar is pro- 
pos'd to him depends his eter- 
nal happineſs or miſery ? 

Upon that principle which 
no man can deny that has 
not diveſted nature, it is eaſe to 
raiſe another. | 

Inthe choice of Opinions,the 
truth and falſhood whereof can- 


| Not be certainly known, that 


Party is to be preferr'd, where- 


in you venture nothing if it be. 


falle, and win much if it be 
true ; and that rejected where- 
in nothing is to. be got, 


if 


| 
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if ir be true; and the lofs irre- 
parable, if irſhould prove falle. 
-\ "There is no wiſe marbat 
aflents to this maxim. Thus 
men order their undertakings, 
and not truſting the event of 
things, or their own meaſures 
which often miſcarry, they 
work upon that which is more 
| certain to them. 'Thus,of rwo 

Remedies thar are. to be tryd, 
that is never apply'd which 
muſt kill the Patient if it does 
not cure him, but rather ' that 
which if it- reſtores him not to 
his firſt ftrength, will at leaſt 
prove harmlels, Thus there is 
no Merchant but would engage 
in a Commerce, which if fuc- 
ceſsful, there is much to be got, 
if not, nothing to be loſt ; and 
> "x 


_—_— 
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he thar ſhould leave ſuch a'bar- 
gain fac-another, which if at- 
tenided-: with all -1 ble 
proſperity, there is noting ro 
be got; and if-not, there: is an 
inconceivable loſs to be ſuffer'd, 
would be lookrt upon as be- 
witcht and befaol'd. 

Now let Chriſtianity and Ir- 
religzon be try'd by this: Rule, 
ſince both aze alſort of Cont 
merce, which every body is to 
meaſure by the riſque he runs;or 
the reward he hopes. 

Laying afide all the particu 


lar reafons that evince the truth . 


and excellency of Chriſtianity, 
Jer this fſufhce, that it is certain 
that following it, if it proves 
true, there is eternal happineſs 
ro be expected, ang nothing is 


I” 


A Treatiſe againſt Irreligion.. 13; 
venturd if ir proves falſe. 
Whereas |the contrary to be -— | 
{aid of Irceligion. ; J 

The firſt part” of- this Aﬀer-' _ | 
cnn is bo gone, and {oj al- "Þ1 
pable, that it ſeems needle to & 
prove.it. So that there remains 1 
but the ſecond to be made aut,. f 
that ſuppoſing - Chriſtianigy | 
proves falle, we Ven no- | 
= at all. 
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J Cu A p. M. 
That -ſuppoſmg Chriſtianity prooes 


 fdfe, we -oenture nothing at all.- 


:LL the los Chriſtianity 


that has been made «Diſciple 


of Chriſt at his Baptiſm, has 


promis'd to renounce. "The Ir- 
religious man can find no other 


riſque but this ; and all he can 
ſay is, that a Chriſtian is ob- 
lig'd by his condition to deny 


himſelf, and forſake the World, 


the Fleſh, and the Devil. 
But to unvail and cure this 
miſtake, let us compare as ex- 


attly 


[3 expoles us to, is that of 
the inordinate / pleafiires and 
{enſuathiries of this life, which he | 


4 Treatiſe againſt Irreligion. x 5 
adtly as we can the Irreligious 
man and the Chriſtian, both i in 
heir deaths, and in theis lives, 
and irwill eafily be cenwhoot 
them ventures molt. 

There is no other time 
wherein they may be” com- 
pard; for after their death, 
both in the opinion of the hire- 
ligious,are araiilared- and be- 
fides that rwo -annitilated be- 
ings cannot. be compar'd, the 
non-being. putting them in the 
fame rank,it were impoſkble to 
judge of the difference of their 
lives by a ſtate which makes 
Hom oc ual after their death.” | 

It Fu we look upon an br- 
niligiom man, and a Chiiltian, 
when they are a-dying,we ſhalt 
find _ both fo even com- 


CEIn- 
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cerning pleaſures or riches, and 
generally all that has paſt, that 
the one cannot claim- the leaſt 
advantage over. the other. L 
ſuppoſe that each-of them liv'd 
a Whole Age, with that diffe- 
rence,that the firſt enjoy'd with- 
out any interruption, and to the 
higheſt degree, all the pleaſures 
a long and happy life canaf- 
ford ; and the ſecond was de- 
privd of all the delights the 
Law he obſerves prohibit.:to 
' its Votaries. Nay, which is 
more, I ſuppoſe that he bart'd 
himſelf even from thoſe that are! 
permitted, and ſtudied nothing; 
all his life, butto hate and mor- 
tife himſelf. Yer after all, 'it- 
muſt be-ſaid, that how vaſt a 


difference ſoever be ſeen be- 


TWEEN 


4 


 ATreatiſe againſt Trreligion. 15 
tween- them- whilſt they 'live; 
they are perfe&tly even when 
they dye. The pleaſures of the 
Irreligious ; and- the ſuffetings 
of the Chriſtian are equally 
gone. The voluptuous life of 
the firſt does not make him 
more happy ; nor to have liy'd 
intorments a hundred years ren- 
ders the fecond more miſerable z 
the happineſs or miſery of -the 
Soul conliſting in what ſhe re- 
{ents now, and not in what ſhe 
reſented before. 

If remembrance contributes 
any thing eo our prefent happi- 
riels or miſery, the Irreligious 
are certainly moſt miſerable. 
Dearh'is his miſery, andthe hap- 
pinel(s of the Chriſtian, Ir ends 
the'plealures of che firſt and the 

6. 
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ſufferings of the ſecond. It is 
the 2. i of them that pine 
away their lives intorment, and 
the deſpair of them that live 
jollily. "The remembrance of 
an happy fate makes us to 
be in a moſt grievous 
ment, and the abſence of thoſe 
| delights we usd our ſelves to, 
| ſo galls us that it were better 


never to enjoy, Or never to for- 


| {ſake them. 
1 What then upon this ſuppoſi- 
| | tion can a Chriſtian lole thar 
'q1 the Irreligious does not 2? It can- 
| not be ſaid he has loſt all the - 
pleaſures his Religion forbid 
him to enjoy, fiance 'tis evident 
this loſs is common to both, in 
that ſtate we conſider thema.Or, 
to ſpeak more propenly, the ' 
Irreli- 
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Irreligious is the only loſer , 
ſince _—_ other cannot loſe thoſe 
pretended advan he ne- 
ver pofleſt. Me 
However death raviſhes from 
the firſt all the vain felicity 6f 
his life. The Annihilation which 
he is ready to falt into, deprives 
| him of the leaft fentirnment of 
it ; he & nor nearer to happi- 
neſs then the Chriſtian : ſirice 
both being ſuppos'd ro be an- 
nihilated, they loſe equally all 
the conſequences of being; as 
pleaſures, happineſs and miſe- 


 Xkisis the greateſt evil that 
cane attend a Chriftian fappe- 
ling thar his Religion ſhould 
prove falſe, to loſe as mud as 
the Irreligious does. But the 

C 2 Irreli- - 
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it cet in 


Irrehgious ſtands not upon fo 

good terms z- for what courle 
He things may take, it his 
opinion miſleads him not, he 


wans nothing ; and if he comes 


| to be deceiv'd -his loſs muſt 


needs be infinite. Ir ' is evi- 
dent that he gets nothing for 
the future, fince he expects to 
be annihilated, which deſtroy- 
ing his ſoul is the ruine of 
the hopes he could have enter- 
tain'd. | 

- Bur if he chances - to mi- 
Rake in-the Ideas of things, 
he has fram'd to himſelf ; if he 
finds when hisbody is dead that 


his ſoul cannot dye ; bur falls 
imto- the. hands of the living, 
God ; if there is after this life 
an eternal __ of "mw | 

- 


A "Treatiſe apainft Treeligion. 2.T 
he is far ever depriv'd, and a 
place of unſpeakable: torments 
to which he is condemn'd, who 

'the gr nk of 
che Ne Cre Ot ſuſtains, Nd expreſs 
his madneſs, toengage in a par- 
ry the. lamencable end whereof 
is ſo- evident. 

And that which ſets off bets 
rer the diſadvantage: of 1 rrelis 
gion, | is that the greateſt haps 

an Irreligious' man can 
hope for in this belief, .is to 
come to that point a Chriſtian 
looks upon as his greateſt infe- 
licity. What is it that a Chriſti- 
an fears moſt, but that after 
this life, there ſhould be no re- 
ward of his ſufferings, no God, 
no Spirits,no Heaven, nor him« 
ſelf ? And yet this is the grand 
. C 3 re- 
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reward impiety can expe& ; it 
is brought -{o low as to receive 
as a reward what a Chriſtian 
loaks on as a puniſhment; he 
inal wiſh for riothing alt his 
death but a general Annihila- 
tion, and the mouth of the deep 
ſhur up upon him ; for -if he 
chances when he goes 'out of 
the World to find either God 
or himſelf, tis impoſlible to. um- 
magine a more miſerable Cre 
eure, 


OO EEE tt. 
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The Irreligious Man, and the Chriſti- 
an compar d m their lives. 


Ere lies the ſtrength of 
the Irreligious, and it | 
ſeems hard to convince him 
that he riſques more then a 
Chriſtian. A Chriſtiana who 
ſticks religiouſly to his Law , 
muſt deny and offer himlſelf a 
continual violence , he. mult 
ſet a Watch upon all his ſenſes 
to hinder them from betraying 
his heart ; he muſt forgive his 
Enemies, oppole his own de- 
fires,. and confine his paſGons to - 
the ſevere limits of aDivineLaw 
F C4 Where, 


_— — 7 « 


MIS: 4 ». 4 
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Whereas the Irreligious lets his 
heart, his ſenſes, . his paſſions 
run their full carreer; he checks 
none of his fg and en- 
Joys a felicity free gh remorſe 
for the preſent, and not diſturb'd 


by the terrors of the time to 


. come. 


And when we :nfores this 
Maxim of prudence that m a 
doubtful caſe the ſureſt way muſt al- 
Tways be our choice ; he oppoles 
that other tO it, that the certam- 
is always to 'be prefer 'd to the un- 
certain ; and the pleaſures of this 
life being certain,and therecom- 
pence of the next uncertain, it 
is a folly not-to cleave to pre- 
ſent things out of fear of i imag1- 
nary, or at leaſt of uncertain 
puniſhment,” LIT 

3) This 
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This is the Stumbling-block 
of the Irreligious, and the moſt 
{pecious pretence of impiety, 
which may be ſo- remoy'd as 
ro ſhew it ſhocks the very prin- 
ciples of natural reaſon. 

1/t. The {uppolition is al- 
terd, and Chriſbaniry and Irre- 
liggiors being both -ſuppos'd as 
doubtful opinions, neither of 
which can > demanſtrated , 
how can they go under the EY 
' tions of certainty oruncertainty? 

2ly. Aſſurance being the na- 
tural effect of that w hich IS Cer- 
tain, as hope of that which -is 
uncertain, A muſt be ſaid in 
their own opinion that we have 
2 full and entire aſlurance; of 
the goods of this life, ſince they 
are 'real and certain, and only 


hope 


. >... v2,” _— 
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hope for thoſe of the other , 
ſince they are e and un- 
certain. And fo the 
is this, whether it be always 
wiſely Shes ro prefer thoſe 
goods that we are "Ik we can- 
not miſs, to thoſe we have on- 
ly a probable ground to hope, 
bow vaſt a difference ſoever 
may be found berween then. 
The falſhood of this ſuppo 
fition-.is obvious, and might 
11 be a ſufficient anfivec, But 
| becauſe 1t is not ether ex- 
a&; that the on may 
be ſtared in its natural terms, 
ler us fee what 1s. wanting 
| to to the certainty of the 
goods of this world, and what 
mult - be defalk'd from the un- 
and of thoſe of the next; 


Fuſt, 
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Fiſt, -Fhe longeſt life in its 
full extent ſeldom reaches above 
80:years, nor conſequently the 
ures that attend it. Since 
he loſes them , and ceaſes to be 
happy, who coal es to live. 
2ly, All our life is not capa- 
ble of that happineſs. Old- 
age and fa muſt be ex- 
cluded ; nature muſt be endow- 
ed with a vigor Old-age has 
loft, and Infancy has not yer 
artain'd : and fo in comparin 
the goods ; of this life, to thoſe 
of the next, we muſt onl 
reckon the time between thele - 
rwo —_— Staying upon! thele 
the 10n 1s this ; 
hethar a Wile man ought-to 
og Fe plea or fifty yearsof con- 
ures to an eternity of 
hap- 
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happineſs, which tho uncertain 
yet wants no rational grounds 
to be Expected. | 

3ly; Health and Riches are 
abſolutely neceſſary ro enjoy 
chat happineſs which reſuks 
from the poſleſlion of the crea- 
ures. Nay this neceſlity is {> 
abſolute that when 20m" 
they cannot make the Irreh 
ous happy. Take from tile 

his health, and he will be a 
walking diſeaſe; he will Jan- 
guth and caller himſelf -a- 
way: Reſtore him: his health, 
and rob him of his riches, Jin 
will 'be a Beggar brought to 
the greateſt want. What taſt 
can'the delights of - this life have 
for poor and. lickly- people: ? 
yay that need, are deſticute of 


MECany 
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means of coming to, they thar 
abound,and are fick, of ſtrength 
and defire to enjoy them. 

Bur Riches and Health, things 
ſo eflential to his carnal felicity, 
are extreamly uncertain. . No 
man can be ſecure of their poſ- 
ſeſſion. That vaſt number of 
languiſhing people met withal 
every-Where; Wounds, falls, 
Bankrupts , Sterilities, Ship- 
wracks, Fires, Thefts,- and 
' a thouſand like misforttthes be- 
tray their inconſtancy, and teach 
us that nething is ſo ruinousand 
uncertain as happineſs butk up- 

n them. | 
- _ 4h, Suppoling that a vigo- 

rous health, and a perfect plen- 

ty of all things ſhould conſpire 
ro'make you happy, how can 
you 
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ou be ſecure of your happi- 

67 if your life in ſelf _— 
ſecure ? 

Whar-is in the World more 
ſubject to alteration then our 
life 2 It depends upon the vio- 
lence of men, or all the acci- 
dents of Forrune. We may dye 
in all ages, ar every time, ine- 
very place ; we cannot promiſe 

our felyes one ſingle year,or one 
day, nay which is worle, one 
fingle hour. So many ſudden 
deaths fer before our eyes are 
proofs againſt all exceprion, 
and what happens to ſome , 


threatens and 1s an argument 
of fear, for all. Our life is lent 
us by moments, and there isbur 
chat which is preſent we are re- 


ay Maſe. We cannot be 


{ure 
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ſure of any goods but of thoſe 
only which this ſingle moment 
affords; all the others are only 
grounded upon a probabl 
hope. And to this -is reduc'd 
that certainty ſo much boaſted 
of, of the pleaſures of the pre- 
ſent life, ro which this Maxim 
is trangely milapply'd, that we | 
muſt leave the uncertam for the cer- 
tan, and lo the queſtion. isthis ; 
Whether any man of ſenle can 
relolve to. give over the hopes 
of. eternal. happinels for a tran- 
ſtory one which is fo often 
ruin'd by poverty and diſeaſes, 
and is ſecure of nothing bur 


the moment of its enjoyment. 


Chap, 
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Cuavy. V. 
Limitation to be put to the unters 


tainty of the promiſes of Chriſtis 


an Religion; 


T 1s to be weigh'd on the 
A other {ide that the uncer- 
rainry of everlaſting happinels 
a Chriſtian propoſes to himſelf 
is not of (o large an exrent as 
one may imagine. For tho we 
condeſcend fo far as to ſuppoſe 
that it cannot be made certairi 
by any internal principles ; yet 
It has all the external certainty a 
1ational man can dehire; 
i/t, The univerſal conſent 
of Mankind in all times and 
| places. The moſt Barbarous a- 


gree 
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the Tark, andthe Scythian, with 
the Rana and the Greek'; and 
there is no irreligious parfon., 
bur this propofition muſt; ftag- 


ger, that ic is impofſible 20 pro- 
duce ſince the- origination of 


n of Irreligion ;- Irre- 
Fs having been lookt upon 
in all ages a8ihonfters, not.on- 
ly.for be enoriiry of their Do- 
ED 

& and ſtr their 
number. 

- 2p. For what” relates parti- 
cularly to Chriſtianity , - who 
catdeny that it eo —_ the 
Irceligious with a ſrnad of wit- 
nelles 2 The blood of ſo many 
D thou- 
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thoularid MartyrSof / all Ages» 
Sexes , Conditidns , \ from he 


; loweſt ro the higheſt rank” ivan 


aſtoniſhing argument. . -And 
choiigh _ other - Societies 
may :challenge- their Sufterers, 
yer «the pains, of our 


are- dignified by: ſuch circum- 


ſtances as are to be found: no- 


where. elle but: under the Go- 
ſpel. :- / 
"_ thus the Uncertainty. of 
an eternal happineſs and mile- 
ry muſt not be y rvane as thoſe 


things we ulually call uncertain, 


and admit of Kr probability 
for their not-being; as for their 
being, bur as a-thing, which 
though not evident in it ſelf , 

yet has a _ eternal- cer- 
cainty... 


"Then 
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Then the queſtion propoſed 
is reſolved ro this, Whether any 
rational man muſt prefer a ſin- 
vie moment of +pleaſure he 
enfoyes, to the hopes of 'an 
everlaſting happineſs, which 
chough- not evident in ir ſelf, 
yet is\expedted by all mankind, 
and .'o ſtrongly believed 'by 
Chriſtians. that they have loſt 
for it, cheir quier, their Eftates, 
their Thrones, their Lives, - -+ 
 Nor-mult thelrreligious fay, 
"That Chriſtian Religion is fas 
or impoſſible; For then he-ars 
gues againſt himſelf; ard:is out 
of power of Claiming for him- 
{elf that the certain is to be pre- 
ferred to the uncertain. If it 
be falſe-or impoſhble, ic is no 
more uncertain. . - 
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.. Cuae VI. 


Reſeintion of the ion, Whether 
the certainty of the goods of this 
| Life canoverpower the wncertan- 
| ty of thoſe of the next. No 
Condition of men will aſſent to 
| the choice of the Ireliginw. 


LL thoſe neceſlary limita- 

. tions being put-on both 
ſides, it is ealte toftare the que---* 
ſtion in its narural terms, Ic 
runsthus, Whether a wife man 
ought to prefer advantages ve- 
ry ſhort in their extent, 
in by Diſeaſes,” Di- | 
ſturb'd by thouland unayoida- 
ble accidents, uncertamin their 
Duration, certain only for an 
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inſtant z whether he ought 'to 
prefer them to the hope of an 
Ecernal happineſs, which ſoma- 
ny millions of men have dyzd 
for ; and expoſe himſelf ro an 
eternal miſery which has the 
{ame probability 2. Whereas , 
withour that blefled hope, 
and risking 1o Dreadful a dan- 
' ger, he may enjoy in an inno- 
cent life, a part of thoſe De- 
ights he haunts after in a fin- 

courſe. 
The ſingle propoſal of this 
queſtion is -enough to have ir 
reſolved. Is there upon earth 
any man fo bewitcht, and fo 
our of his wits, as to doubt one 
fingle moment what muſt be 
his choice ? Is it not' a Rtupidi» | 
ty equal to that 'of Beaſts them 
D 3 ſelves; 


30 ATreatiſe againft Irrekigion. 
ſelves, to prefer pleaſures at- 
tended with ſo many defect, 
re the rational hopes of eternal 
happineſs handle thele are 
—_ and that is yer to 
come ? 

But alas! Who ſhall dla 
Po impertinent choice ? Men 
being diferent amongſt them- 
{elves in age, -conditian, birth ; 
the older they are , the proner 
they will be to catch ar furure 
happineſs ; being ſo near their 
end that there remains for them 
bur very-little of the_preſent. 
The ordinary fort of people 
whoſe eltate lies in their arms 
will think as: old men. Ta 
them may be added all that 
live a rom lfe, that is, al- 
moſt all mankind. | 
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[ ask chen antrreligious per- 
ſon, what man is mad:-enough 
to {ide with him in his choice ? 
It he is a Child, who knows/yer 
nothing of another life, and ve- 
ry little of this, he-muſt notbe 
proud of it, A Childj knows 
but what he has tried, and he 
has tried but few things. : He 
cannot therefore compare thoſe 
objects which ' affe&t his ſenſes 
with - thoſe his underſtanding 
apprehendsnor: And his judge- 


ment, thongh never {ſo :perti- 


will be ſtill that: of a 


| Child If he is an old-mam-in 


whom nature begins to decay, 
what would induce himicts ſo. 
ſtrange - a choice 2 Daes he 
think he ventures too: much ,' 
when he parts: with thoſe ple- 
SF D A {ures | 


in him, thats dead to all the 
— pleafares of this life, ſhouldhe 

not renounce them, and chooſe 
thole of the ww If he is 
needy, and vw can he 
rom. ear yo» ee L leave 
it to any mans conſideration , 
whether he that far from ſwim- 
ing in wantonnels has ſcarce 
time to. live , had rather give 
over the hopes of eternal hap- 
pineſs than to deprive himſelf 
of thoſe finful joyes, he never 
did , and never ſhall poſſeſs? 
And for them thac lie under 
ſicknels , let any wiſe man 
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judge, whether be thar has loſt 
the ſtrength boch of his body 
and mind, and entertains no. 
other commerce with men, bur 
_ that which tends wo his recove- 
ry, is toprefer that litcle he has 
lefr him, dura 
of an cndleſs teliciry. 
| But whyistheq aeſtion cow 
fined ro three, or Ea ſorts of 
men ? Let that choice be offer- 
ed to all Tradesmen , Plow- 
men, Merchants, Souldiers , 
Seamen , OC. Sare there is 
none ſo ſtupid as to prefer the 
hardſhips of their lives, to chat 
eternity of happinels Chriſtian 
marr bet ener 
[rreligion therefore cannot 
be the Religion of thoſe men 
It can admit none for its Vota- 
ries 
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ries but young , rich , robuſt 
people , abundantly provided 
with all the eaſe, plenty and 
pleaſure this - life can afford, 
No other condition is fit for 
it. Nay, they muſt be ſecure 
of perlevering in the ſhining 
flouriſhing ſtace they are : For 
ſhould any revolution - ſpoile 
them of their Eſtates, any ſick- 
nels enfeeble- their bodies, or 
if chey live to old age, their 
yery choice which they look'd 


upon before as rational , will 
appear to them fooliſh and ex- 


travagant. 


Nay , they will not ſtay lo 


lo Half a day is morethan 
ſufficient to pull down the mag- 
nificent engine of their opini- 
ons, Thar which was true in 

the 


—— 


\ 
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the morning , whilſt they had 
their health , will be falſe, des 
ceigful , erroneous, ridicule in 
theevening if they are wounded 
or dangerouſly ſick. And though 
they ſeem then unwilling to. 
alter their mind , eitherout of 
obſtinacy or ſhame : yer they 
cannot perſevere in it withour 
proclaiming themlfelyes fools. 
There remaining to them only 
ſome moments of life depri- 
ved of all pleaſure, and attend- 
ed with torments, 'twere ridi- 
cule beyond what can be ima- 
gined to prefer them, how pre- 
{ent and certain ſoever, to the 


hopes of eternity, how doubt- 
ful and diſtant ſoeyer it ap- 


pears. | 
If 
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If then Religion is to be pre- 
ferred wo Irreligion when po- 
vetty, fickneſs, or old age fall 
us ; Is Irreligjon, to be' 
| to Religion, when 

Youth, Eaſe, Plenty and Health 
leave nothing to our defires to 
loft after ? Is not truth the ſame 
" In our young as in our old 
dayes? Isthere a Religion - for 
the Rich, and another for 'the 
Poor ? Certainly the truth of 
thoſe things, and munch more 
that of God, depends not upon 
the alrerations of our lives. It 
is fhll the ſame notwirhſtand- 
ing the different diſpoſitions or 
Opinions we are 1n. 

Nor can Irreligion ſhelter it 
ſelf in that vaſt number of Chri- 
Rians, who by falling into f1n 


Ak. 


joyment of tranſitory 
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fer 'no leſs than they, the en- 
to 
the - promiſes. of che Goſpel. 
Thangh it may be coofelbarich 


grief, Ges Bika he 


againſt the irreligious, may in 


fome ſenſe be appliedto them, 


yet there is an ny finite difle- 
rence between: them. When 
Chriſtians fax their a on 
—— they do it not 
equence of their bekief. 
They —_— thar _ 
att contrary to theis Pri 

acculs and —— 
themſelves. If they fin there- 
fore 'ris not out of any Ir- 


xeligious principle, which per 


4wades them to: prefer mas nd 


fent to the- ratry and what 
chey enjoy to whar they hope. In 


Eel 
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their very finsthey believe till 
the words of Chriſt, and truſt 
his ' Promiſes. But the corm- 
ption of their Nature over- 
{ways in them the DiCtates of 
their Faith. An incomprehen- 
fible weakneſs the' firſt fin left - 
on them , renders them more 
eager after preſent things , 
though northitig comparable to 
the abſent. They are carried. 
away through a.-violent paſſion 
which conceals - the horror of 
{in from the eyes of their fouls, 
or truſts roo much upon God's 
mercy. 

| Whar can hence the Irrelt- 
conclude 2 unleſs i 
were this, that humane nature 

is depraved , and men a& 
againft their own. principles , 


w 
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which ſtiall be ealily granted. 
But conſidering this. maxim 
in it ſelf, and independently 
_ from the diſpoliti Tons of parti- 


cular men ; does any thing 


evince more palpably that ic 


is falſe, than the ordinary courſe 
of the world ? 


"There is no man bur ——_ 


a thouſand times in his' life the 
certain for the uncertain. A 
merchant ventures his mony 
which is certain againſt a very 
uncertain gain. A Conqueror 
ventures that peace he enjoyes 
at home, againſt a very doubt- 
ful Grecelh A Plowman, a 
Souldier, a Pilot venture what 
they have againſt probable 
hopes of getting .more. Nay 


upon this Maxim, Of leaving the 


certam 
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certain for the uncertain, turns 
all the commerce of mankind, 
fince they diſturb their queer, 
which is the thing they are 
moſt ſecure of, ro come to 
what they pretend , which 1s 
full of uncerrainty. wa 
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Cruae. VIL 


The true Notion of this Maxim of I 
St. Auſtin, Tene certum , 
Dimatte incertum« 


;Rom all that haS been ſaid, | 
it is ealte to conclude the | 

falſhood of that maxim, that 

the certain is to be preferted to 

the uncertain. Now to judge 

how far it may be true,we need 

conſider but this * that when 

we are irrelolute , tis alwaies 

cither upon the ends we pro- 

pole our ſelves, of the means 

ro attain them. From whence 

theſe three Propoſitions fall na- | 

rur ally. | 


E I F 
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1/t. When we are agreed 
upon the end, and doubt 
which means are ſureſt to at- 
tain it, 'tis the greatelt mad- 
nels in the world to leaye the 
certain for the uncertain ; to 
part from a way which leads 
infallibly co Heaven, and en- 
gage in another which perhaps 
may end in Hell. And this 
Principle proclaims the mad- 
| neſs of the new Doctrine of 
Probability , that Monſter 
brought up by the Jeſuits for 
the total extinction of the {mall 
remains of Chriſtianity - in the 
world. - For ſince all Chriſt- 
ans agree upon the end they 
aſpire to, and which is moxe 
upon the means Chriſt has gi- 
venus in the Goſpel, what is 
there 
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there more yoid of. fenſe than 
to leave them, for by-wayes, 
rnknown, and untrodden paths. 

2ly. When the end is not 
agreed upon , and that our 
mind is at a loſs, upon which to 
faften it ſelf, it is tobe exami- 
ned whether thoſe ends are 
.equally advantagious to ns ; as 
whether the gain exceeds confſ1- 
derably the venture: and then 
the certain isinfallibly to be pre- 
ferred ro the uncertain. "T'were 
indeed ar inconceivable mad- 
nels to venture an advantage 
quietly poffeſt, againſt another 
of equal worth, but uncertain. 
All the reward of your labour, 
if you ſucceed, is to be in the 
ſame ſtare that you were in be- 
fore ; and' if you miſs, to loſe 
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both what you poſleſs and what 
you hope. 

This is the caſe of the Du- 
elliſts, who venture their lives 
that they may get a name. 
They loſe their life which is 
the greateſt of natural goods, 
to win an. imaginary glory ; 
which becomes after their 
death a real infamy to all ſub- 
lequent ages. 

3ly. If the end we pretend 
to are odds, and the good. we. 
hope conſiderably greater than. 
that we poſleſs already, the 
firſt though uncertain, is to be 
preferred to the other. Be- 
cauſe all things imparrtially. 
weighed, the greatneſs of the 
good you hope, is a greater ad- 
vantage than the certainty Fay 

C 
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the ſmall good you poſlels. 
'You hope indeed with uncer- 
tainty , but that uncertainty is 
the foundation of your hope, 
and ſufficiently rewarded bythe 
greatneſs of what you expect. 
"Tis upon that account that 
Merchants venture a, little for a 
conſiderable gain theugh very 
doubtful. A Souldier and a 
Seaman expole their lives to 
the end that they may pals the 
reſt of their daies more com- 
fortably, though they cannot 
be ſecure of the length of 
their life , nor of a gain 
which a thouſand perils upon 
Sea and Land ſeem to obſtruct. 
They lacrifice the preſent time 
to that which is tro come: thing s 
that are certain to thoſe that 
E 3 are 
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are doubtful , and look upon 

Chat red living h 
is themlelves one —- AS 

a greater happineſs than = 
quiet pofleſſioa of their lite, 
wich all the troubles and pains 
that atrend j ir. 

Should the happinels of the 
next | life exceed this only of | 
ſome Ages , or Degrees, there 
\Vere ground enough iQ a wile- 
man to prefer the firſt ro the 
ſecond. Nor is there any man 
of ſenſe,but would reign up an 
age of ordinary happinels, and 
ſuch as the world conceives it, 
ypon hopes of a reign of a 
thouſand years, and a lite inh- 
nitely happy. 

Bur is there no proportion 
berween theſe two forts of 

Goods ; 
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Goods ; if that maxim be falſe 
thar the certain is to be prefer- 
red to the uncertain when the 
advantages arenor equal : how 
- much more when the one is f1- 
nite , and the other infinite ; 
the uncertain you expect inh- 
nitely more durable and per- 
fect, . than the certain you ven- 
eure. 

And this is the juſt idea we 
- muſt form onr ſelves of this 
and of the next life. What 
proportion is there berween 
the pleaſures of this world and 
the happineſs of Heaven 2 What 
compariſon berween joyes lo 
limited in their Nature , in 
their Duration , in their Ex- 
rem , and thote unſpeakable 
ones, the eye has never ſeen 

E 4. becauſe 
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becauſe they are not Colours, 
| nor- the Ear heard 
Aug: ip ' becauſethey arenort 
| Sounds, nor have 
entred into the heart of man, 
becauſe it is too narrow for 
them? Whartequality can there 
be found between the poſleſli- 
on of the whole earth it, ſelf, 
and that of all the riches of 
God ? Between the dark, hea- 
vy, paſlible ſtate of our bodys, 
and the blefled ſtate of immor- 
eality, and ſpirituality, wherein 
the reſurre&tion of Chriſt ſhall 
inſtate them ? Certainly the 
Diſtance is greater than that of 
Atom tothe Univerle. 
And mult the Irreligious be 
afraid of venturing that finite 
good 5 that Atom 3 that Nao- 


thing 
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thing againſt an infinite Being 2? 
Muſt he nat be aſhamed of 
claiming here the right of pre- 
ferring things that are certain,to 
them that are not ? he who in 
the way, a hunting, on his tra- 
vels, at play and in his com- 
merce diſclaims it ſo openly ? 
Hegeentures in all thele things , 
with this difference , that there 
is ſtill ſome praportion in his 
riſque, and gain both of them 
being finite, whereas there is 
none between this life and eter- 


nity. 


CHAP; 
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Crap. VIII. 
Concluſion of this Diſcourſe. 


Er the Impious then extend 

ſo far as he pleaſes the 
greatnels of his Cofal joyes. 
Let him live to the age ofgla- 
thajelem wichour the leaſt cloud 
or mixture of infelicity , yet 
he cannot deny that this long 
contexture of years and happi- 
nefs- is fill finite. He muſt 
needs confeſs that an uncertain 
good isto be preferred to any 
other when ir is infinite. The un- 
certainty of it not debarring us 
from our hopes, and the laſt 
degree of hope of an infinite 


happineſs far ſurpafling the. en- 
Joy 
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joyment of a tranſitory one. 
All the venture is to loſe thoſe 
tranſitory Goods, which loſs 
being already inevitable,cannot 
be parallel'd with an happineſs 


incapable of diminution, 

I ſee no an{wer to this, ex- 
cept that eternal happineſs and 
nulery are Ideas (ubliſting no 
where but in the fancies of 
Chriſtians, which is the more 
irrational, becaule as long as 
they cannot convince their Re- 
ligion of falſhood and impoſli- 
biliry, bur ſtill doubts, and fill 
reaſons, all the foregoing ratio- 
cination remains in its entire 
force againſt him. 

This only may be added, 
that this is the conformity be- 
rween a Chriſtian and an Irreli- 
gious 
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gious man,that the firſt believes, 
and as contrary to his be- 
lief, and the ſecond doubrs, and 
acts contrary to his doubts. Of 
the one it is too too manifeſt. 
The other talks as it he were 
certain, and thinks, and droops, 
without ever being able to fix 
himſelf. When he ſpeaks” of 
Religion he is confident that it 


is altogether falſe, and impol- 
fible ; and when he reaſons, he 
finds himſelf expoſed to a bot- 
tomleſs Sea of doubts and un- 
- certainties. 
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T H E 
Second Diſcourſe. 


The removal of ſome Ob= 
jeftions againſt Chri= 
 ſtian Religion, 


prove the truth of Chriſti- 

an Religion, this having 
been already done by great 
men, with a ſucceſs anſ{wera- 
ble to their expectation ; but 
only to remove ſome of the 
moſt ſubſtantial Objeftions of 
the Irreligious, whereby Chs1- 
ſtian Religion 1s evinced to be 
at leaſt moſt probable. They 
may 


I is got intended here to 
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may be reduc'd to thele three 
heads. The ſeeming lowneſs of 
the myſteries Chriſtian Religion 0b- 

us to believe. . The incanpre- 
fenſwiliy of our Doftrine. The 
impoſſebility of thoje Miracles we 
look: upon. as the jon Of our 
Faith. 
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Crare. L 


The Lowneſs and Deſpicablemſs of 
our Myſteries anſwered. 


| | 'His reproach is not peculi- 
ar tothe Irreligious. The 


Jews before them had lookt up- 
of the death of Chriſt as a 
ſtumbling block, and the Hea- 
thens as a fookfhnels. Marco 
and YVdentmus, as Tertulkan re- 
lates ir , did teach that Chriſt 
had aſſumed an imaginary bo- 
dy, and his Birth and Death 
were only illafions put upon: 
the eyes of the Spectators. 4pel- 
les would have hin covered 
With a real fleſh, but borrowed: 
from the Stars, and. not from, 
the 
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the Blefled Virgin. Thusman 
would have ordered the grand 
 myſterie of Incarnation , had 
he been. Maſter of it. He 
would have left the'bare diſpo- 
ſition to God ; as if he could 
or ſhould do nothing elſe bur 
what man is able to think. - 
The occaſion of thoſe 
Dreams of the Hereticks, was 
that they believed Chriſt's hu- 
miliations unworthy of him , 
and the ground of the Irreligi- 
ous men 15 that they believe 
they are unworthy of them- 
ſelves. Bothare as different in 
their - conſequences as in their 
principles. The firſt conclu- 
ded that he had no real body, 
nor had really ſuffered. The 


ſecond from the birth and _ 
O 


4 
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of Chriſt inferted that -he yvas 
no God. The aim of both is 
to ſeparate ſufferings from God, 
ED $ alrogether irreconci- 
re an Treligious deſtroy 
the Divinity of Chriſt, and re- 
cerve - his. .humiliations ; '"The 
Hereticks deny his [ BEet” "HEY 
ONS tO prelerye his Divin ity. 
Chriſtians unite. them borh in 
the; perſon of Chriſt ; acknow- 
doing that thot h God, 25 his 
Father ; yet he s becoide lower 
than the Angels, taking upon 
him - our nature ; and lower 
than men, ſuffering for them 
a moſt cruel 2 ſhametul 
death. 
Suppoling then as a Princi- 
ple thar Chriſt is God, ic is no 
hard rask ro prove that his hu- 
F muli- 
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miliarions are ſo far from ta- 


king away the belief of his Di- 
vinity, that they enforce and 
ſupport it. Let them be: pro- 
poſed to any man of ſenſe, and 
he = conclude : : 
- Thar his humiliarions 
can no akeration to: his 
Diriis - God being wholly 
immutable and inca of 
decay, to what ſtate fſoever he 
is pleaſed ro deſcend. 


213. "Thar if he wok: upon 
him the vile and deſpicable 
form of a man, 'twas bg 
he would have it ſo. He could 
have come inveſted with all the 
majeſty expected from the Son 
of God. His reſurrection, his 

| . aſcenſion, 


% 
» 


alcenfion , his fixing ar'\ the 
right hand of his) Father ;- are 
mylitries as full of Glory;oas 
the: others are::of ſhame. He 
35 inſtated by theminrhar {| len- 
did - appearance. the: Irfeligious 
ab Jonathon al 
the beginning. So that his hi- 
mulation cannot be ac 


to any want of power. 
Nor. dares) the the: loch _ighs 


theſe / glorious Myſte- 
=> unleſs he reſolves. £0 
yield up thoſe he looks: upon 


7. fo (haraakilt. Known 
thing of either of 


= 
fram the relation of the Eyan- 
gelifts, he muſt equally receive, 
h reject the whole mares. of 
ow b 


F 2 3h. Tha 


ATrtwife a FH boi | ” | 
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319. That he did ic: becauſe 
ba: wad do it, and that he 
would do it becauſe he loved 
Us. Ele loved "mani in bis -miſe 


Tim llc ries and mfarmities ; and 
| who can turn into acrune 


foto /o miraculous a'cha- 


—_ Thar nothing is really 
lowor ſhameful but what bears 
'the character of ſin.” The 
Greatneſs of God ſhines in the 
number, order and motion of 
=" ber Nor does he 
| om his Majeſty, when he 
applies his power - to the for- 
mation of _: vileſt inſects. 


His providence maintainsthem; 
His immenſity renders. him 


preſent in thehorrideſt places. 
Nor did yet any man think all 
theſe 
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theſe things a ſhame and a re- 
proach to him, . Yet\almigh- 
ty God is as really in them 
after: his manner ,..as Chriſt 
in his gh of Hamil 


tion; 


"2a. = - 


” OY 


many things he has been told , 


[8 \" Ciias. TE” 
oY eighth us ak 
png and 'Hings 
beyond the reach of nature :' An» 


wer, 


7 ham nothing is to be belie- 
ved but whatis ſeen is ri- 
dicalous in the very doctrine of 
Irreligion, whoſe abetters be- 
lieve many things they never 
ſaw. Who of them denies 


Antipodes , though they never 
Fer. chore 3 > Who of them re- 


the reſtitnony of facts 
related by prophane Hiſtori- 
ans, becauſe they never ſaw the 
like ? Who of them disbelieves 


be- 
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becauſe ſome of them proved 
falle, and makes his private 
opinion the rule' of what is cre- 
dible, and poſlible ? 

But it is demonſtrable the 
Irreligious can deny none of 
thoſe miracles which are obyi- 
ous in the Scripture. "There are 
bur rwo wayes of diſproying 
miracles. Firſt, ſhewing their 
impoſlbility. Secondly, Their 
want of Authority. Ir is alto- 
gether our of their power to 
prove the firſt. 

A miracle is either impoſſi- 
ble as being beyond the force 
of nina” he thinks them im- 
poſſible in that ſenſe, ſo far 
weagree. Or it is: impoſlible 
to God, and this he cannot al- 
ſert according to his own :prin- 
'f F 4 Cciples, 
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ciples. Or impoſlible irvitſelf, 
and this cannor' be made ont, 
bur by demonſtrating /a' real , 
certain , evident coneradiftion 
in Gavin. 

And if we TTY chings' in 
themſelves, what impoſſibility 
is there, that a ſoul, and body, 
which were united a lirtle be. 
fore ſhould join again; and be 
in the ſame ſtate they were be- 
fore their ſeparation, if there 
is a power capable of uniting 
them ? What contradi&tiory 1s 
there that a "blind man: ſhould 
receive his fight ; a” dumb 
man his ſpeech; a Paralytick 
his limbs ? Nature doing it of- 
ten with time and remedies, 
why cannot a ſuperiour power 
do it 1h a moment ? 


For 
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For the ſecond, viz, Want 
of authority, no Irreligioti fure 
will charge them with. 'Be- 
fides the integrity of them that 
cran{mitred them to us ; ; Be- 
fides their principle that no lye 
was lawful, but that a lye in 
matter of Religion was dete- 
ſtable ; they ſay nothing bur 
what they have been e-wit- 
neſſesof. Some of thoſ mira- 
cles have been believed for three 
thouſand years ; and preſerved 
by a people thar has built their 
Religions upon them. The reſt 
have been Flieved ſixreen hun- 
dred years ſince, and contribu-' 
red to the convetliin of all the 
nations of the Earth. Their 
Preachers ſealed them © with 
their blood ; wroughtthe _—_ 
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thildren,whole mind was alter- 
ed at firſt ſight? Were theyſo 
_—_— imple as to receive 


{tra I ES 
Tag xc ora 
ples' of Chrift would rembve 
from them? 'Could they be 
_ byerdome after 10 —___ {o 
Rot a refaſtance by any 

fdrce than 'that ws Gere 
Do not the violent and 
10ns of the Prinutive 
Church, -evince that they were 
of a Rekgioncontrary toows? 
How conld ewelve Fiſhermen 
AJFoe Upon _—— a refol- 
-nion,/25thar of delivering ityes 
wall the workd, and bei 


re 


hy ” .,. x C 
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ſtinate / as no torments - could 
perſwade them to deliſt from 
their fooliſhundertaking ? How 
could fo many Nations affent 
to lies, which procured nothing 
ro their defenders but death and 
ſufferings > How could: they 
venture their lives to maintain 
and tranſmit them to us by a 
conſtant and uninterrupted tra- 
dition 2 Certainly one ſhould 
convince us firſt, that all thoſe 
Nations were [naturally mad, 
and apt to prefer a ſevere law 
which-extends itsempire tothe 
very defires of the heart, and 
has for its Promulgators men 
unknown and perſecuted every 
where, to their. firſt Religion 
which put no limits totheir cu- 
pidity.” And before any | body 
&]ErT ſhould 
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ſhould embrace Irreligion, the 
Irreligious is cm prove 
by ſolid arguments that thoſe 
changes are naturally poſhble ; 
and the more becauſe they are 


ſo particular. to as 
to be found no-where elſe. 


CHAP. 
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Cray. III 


= rg Aon. 
Chriftian Religion oblages us to 
believe, anſwered. 'The ing 


A of that reproach. 


F:=6 T* He nm complains 


points are propo- 
{ed to his bickelief which it isim- 


poſſible for him to underſtand ; 

[ = -acding-cse bells" 
ved but whar' falls under his 
ſenſes. . Which reproach may 
be reduced to theſe two Pro- 

tions : That nothing 1s to be be- 
ieved,but what may be comprehended, 
and that things are not when they 
two propolitions nothing = 


OO OM OS "og I, EIA ro. wy as oats. - a — 
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Belides that thereby a weak, 
frail, blind man a—_ his pri- 
vate underſtanding the rule of. 
all things; is it noc palpable that 
we cannot compre! e 
very things which are moſtob- 
vious 2 And thus muſt we be- 
lieve nothing that we ſee, hear, 
touch, ſmell and taſt, ſince we 
cannot comprehend any of thoſe 
things ; he be ts” ſaid to 
comprehend Fa can know the je- 
cret Cauſes of thoſe effefts which 
affeft our ſenſes ; - make out the 


internal principles which compoſe all 
boews., and tell us what are the 
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remote, but even in the moſt 
ordinary things. 
Nay the incomprehenſibili- 
ry of our myſteries is' ſo far 
om taking away any part of 
their credibility, that it renders 
them more credible.  -"Fhe 
moſt. natural conſequence that 
can be drawn from the -ext-+ 
ſteace of God, is that he isin- 
comprehenſible. Were he not 
ſo, the concluſion is evident , 
therefore he s not. Suppoting 
then that there is a God, he muſt 
be infinite and omnipotenr. 
Burt were he comprehenſible , 
his infinity and omniporence 
were meer © contradictions. 
It - is the eflential character .of 
his Nature, that neither his eſ- 
ſence, nor great works can be 
known. 
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know. Should I doubt of theſe 
ewo qualities Religion teaches 
me he. has, the neareſt way to 
have it cleared up, would beto 
examine the effects attributed 
to him: It they did not ſurpals 
my underſtanding I ſhould ſu- 
ſet , and deny them. But 
were they incomprehen(1ble to 
any humane apprehenſion ,. is 
would be an infallible ſign of 

their certain 
I look hos upon the works 
faith aſcribes to 4 [ read 
that he has made the world 
with nothing ; that he has im- 
Printed jn- the Skies, and Stars, 
2 motion, that would be erer- 
nal, were it not ſtopt by the 
{ame hand” as formed it: tha 
he has united without mixture 
| G or 
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ae 


or confuſion Divine nature to 
the Humane in the perſon of 
Chriſt : that this $iaw#p& raiſed 


| bimfelf from the dead, and 


will raife alſo all men : Thoſe 
miracles ſurpaſſing infinitely the 
reach of my underſtanding, I 
conclude they become him 
who is omnipotent and inft- 
nite. | 
There is no anfwer carr be 
given to this, except one ſhould 


prove that incomprehenſ1bili- 
' ty is not the conſequence of 


an infinite being, which is no- 
torioully abſurd. What is then 
the ſhift the Irreligious recourſe 
to? He ſtares at the word it» 
comprehenſible and concludes 
there is no God. Thar is, he - 
makes uſe of the propriery of 

a being. 
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* 4 being to deftroy the bei 
it ag” he denies Him by Fe 
Which proves molt convincing- 
ly that he is. ' He is mcom- 
prehenſible, therefore he. is not. 
This is the height of abſurdiry. 
I ſhould as well conclude that - 
man is not rational, becaufe he 
reaſons, and found out Arts and 
SCIences: 
Bur incomprehenſibiliry be- 
relative to our humane ap- 
vr: ion , whole bounds are 
100 narrow pu apprehend God, 
who does not fo I to reject 
the belief of his being, and my- 
ſteries pon his being i incom- 
prehenſible, is to make igno- 
rance and ' nic 2 fhield 
againſt Religion: An abſurdi- 
ty equal to | that of him who 
G Z would 


_w_ >” RE 
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would not. believe the Sun 
ſhinesat noon, becaule his eyes 
are too weak to look upon 


him ſtedfaſtly. 


CHAP. 
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Cray, I'V. 


The Irreligious in his principles can» 
| not avoid to believe incompreben- 
ſible things, Fry 


FF is now an ealie thing to 
ſee how unjuſtly the Irreli- 
gious refuſes to believe ſuper- 
natural things, who is forc't 
to admit of natural - that 
ate no leſs evident, and incom- 
prehenſible to him. And 
thus when he endeavors to 
an[wer the greateſt evidence 
according to his' own princi- 
ples, or elude miracles the 
fact whereof he cannot deny, 
he falls into ſuch abſurdiries, as 
exaR from him as' hard xbe- 

G 5 lief 
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lief as the faich of Chriſtians, 
 Hecannot but ſee that the 
world, and all the beings it in- 
ludes, keep {till the ſame arder, 
Theviciflitude of daies and ſea- 
ſons, the conſtant ſucceſſion of 
generations whereby the world 
is preſerved, and renewed, is 
{till the ſame. The very firlt 
thoughts that ſuch a 1 1 
gives him is to know = has 
been, or will be its duration ; 
Thar i is, whether it had a be- 
ginning or ſhall have an end. 

- A Chriſtian faſtoing his 
knowledge upon cod be- 
lieves that God created the 
yvorld, and ſhall deſtroy it in 
chat time only known to him. 


And when he has askt, how 
ſuch a thing would be done, 
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he acknowledges it is inconcei- 
vable , tota ratio fa- 
th eſt potentia { jo ; © Fr? 
entis. 

The Irreligious of the athee 
ſide not being, able to appre- 
hend how God could have fra- 
med ſo many vaſt bodies-with 
nothing, had rather believe that 
the world ever was, and will 
ever be as it is. And lo to 
avoid the creation which he 
cannot conceive , he believes 
rather the eternity of the world 
which ſuppoles it never was 
created. 

Now let any body compare 
theſe two beliefs. Is the eter- 
nity of the world eaſier ts 
comprehend than its creation ? 
Is it harder to believe that God © 
Se G 4 by 
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by his infinite power created 


all beings, than that they did 


alwaies ſubſiſt without either 


author or dependency ? Isthere 
lighr and conviction enough 1 in 
the opinion of rhe eternity of 
the world, to venture upon its 
eternal torments which the de- 
nial of rhe creation engages us 
to ? > All the favour an Irreligi- 
ous man can expect', 1s that 
they are | both incomprehenſi 1- 
ble. Tt we cannot know how 
one fingle grain of Sand has 
been made of nothing; : mach 


leſs can we canceive a chain of 


Years, Apes and Generations, 
vihich being limited ' of © one 
fide, is fo 5 NE of the'other, 
that the firſt AE I nor to be 
found. 


Reaſan 


2a 


Cy» 
a ts 
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| Reaſontherefore being blind 
on both fides ,' authority alone 
can incline our minds to one, 
or tothe other. But in this-al- 
fo Chriſtian Religion claims all 
the advantage. OE 

The Do&trine of the creati- 
on of the world has been tran(- 
mitted to us by Moſes, that is, 
by the ancienteſt of all Writers, 
as living not long after thoſe 
Patriarchs whole names came 
down to us. "That tradition 
was preſerved - amongſt the 
Jews ; then amongſt the Chri- 
ſtians down to us, and will laſt 
to' the endof the world. It was 
received by the Heathens them- 
ſelves. Moſt of the Platoniſts 
underſtood their Maſter in that 
ſenſe, and they who did'-nor; 
but 
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but only believe that matter | 
was eternal , did confeſs that 
the world in its being and pre- 
ſervation depended from an 
eternal and independent cauſe. 
They admitted of the ancient 
Chaos wherein all the Elements 
had been mixt and confuſed; 
the {eparation whereof they at- 
triburedto the ſame agent who 
ordered them as we lee. 

Some Philoſophers knowing 
nothing of it, brought up the 
eternity of the world, and that 
upon very weak conjectures. 
The Difciples of Ariſtotle em- 
brac'd it rather, than confels it 
had been created. And inun- 
dations, fires, plagues, tran- 
ſportations of Nations, and 
above all the ant; of Kings 


and 
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and the deep ighorance that at- 
tended Idolarry defaced the 
very remains 0 that tradition. 
Ic was the conſtant opinion of 
ſome Nations that the world 


was eternal. 


Hence fair play was givento 
their pride that diſoured anti- 
quity. They imagined thatto be 
the ancienteſt, which gave them 
right to look upon the reſt as 
younger Brothers. "The Egypti- 
ans and the Fthiopians claimed 
that honour, and declared that 
they came immediately from 
the. womb of the earth. And 
the Athenians took the proud ti- 
tle of 'auriydors. 
But the Chaldeans and Egy jt 
ans carried their Diſpute to the 
very height. The kit, as re- 


fer 


o 
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fer Diodorns , and Tully, who 
hugh at both, {aid thar when 
Alexander the - Great over-run 
Aſu , they had already appli- 
ed uinebres to the ſtudy of 
the Stars juſt four hundred ſe- 
 Yenty thouſand years. And 
not reckoning their years by 
the reign of their Kings, bur 
divers periods, ſome of fix 
hoifand, others of {ix hun- 
dred , the leaſt of ſixty years 
they 'made up their account. 
The Z2yptians wanted no num- 
ber to ourvie them. They 
found in their Archives , that 
fince they had the mvde of 
Egyptians, the Stars had already 
compleated four times / their 
great revolution , chat is, re- 
Tirned to the fime ſtate where 
they 
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they were when they began to 


move : . which he an in- 
credible number, of years. Be- 

ing as proud of ; 46 big 
the Caldeas, they boaſted to 
have kep © the Ephemerides of an 
infinite _- of years, and 
the lives of their Kings all thar 
time. An Author of theirs re- 
lates. three branches of them, 
One of Gods, the other of He- 
roes, the third of men, who 
reigned an infinite n—_—_ of 
ages. Nay they were lo thir- 
- og of antiquity as to ſay that 
their eh King reigned 
innumerable ages. But the 
Amals of his reiga were loſt. 
The Sun fucceeded to him as 
being his Son, and reigned 
ſix hundred thouland, fix hun- 
dred 
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dred - ſeventy four years: - 
- May it not be aske whether 
the brain of them that made 
ſuch reckoning , or of | them 
that believed themi was well 
ſertled ? and yer this is the 
ground of the belief of the Ir- 
religious: "Thoſe Dreams are 
all the ſhelter they can find, if 

go to prove the authori- 
ty of the world by way of au- 
thority: 

They agree therefore with 
Chriſtians in that they believe 
incomprehenſible things. But 
with this difference , that we 
believe only upon the authori- 
ty of God who has revealed 
them. We are perfwaded that 
his power goes Frched thari our 


apprevenſs 100; And thathe m+ 
cludes 
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» cludes within, and works with- 
ofit himſelf greater wonders 
than we are able to conceive. 
And as it is- alvwaies rational to 
cruſt him who is infinitely wile, 
{o reaſon it ſelf forces us to be- 

| leve things beyond reaſon. 
This impotency of concei- 
ving the works of God is the 
only thing can make us happy. 
Wha {c _— of God is this - 
| can be included in the narrow 
minds of men ? Certainly an 
object of this nature is a ſlen- 
der ground of felicity. And 
. our hopes being inleparable 
from our faith, his incompre- 
henſ1bility is the greateſt com- 

fort of our ſouls. 

This Irreligious will admir 
of nothing but what his y 4 
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{es or his experience make plain 
to him. "When therefore they 
believe any thing they neither 
lee nor apprehend ; their be- 
lief is not grounded upon the 
certainty or evidence, but the 
intereſt they have in things. I 
is not the object that deter- 
mines and fixes their belief, bus 
their heart and inclinarions- 
They believe that ſuch a thing 
s after ſuch a manner, becauſe 
they know it, and arefatished, 
but becauſe they would have ir 
fo. Nay, they carry lo far 
that abuſe of their reaſon, that 
when: they cannot avoid to be- 
lieve things morally incredible, 
they had rather believe them-in- 
credible by their groſs abturdity, 
than any divine grandure that. 
bes in them. | Theſe 


frarce be imagined. 
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* "Thele are the miſerable 
ſhifts of .che Irceligious/ But if 
they could ſtay there, and teed 


themſelves with the imaginati- 


ons bf their hearts withour any 
danger, we had nothing to ſay 
ro them. All wile men would 
only think them out of their 


wits : and fo far 'tis well 'tis 


 worle. Bur to believe imper- 


tinencies' and ' Chtmera's with 
that danger, that if they mi- 
Rake, they ſhall fall into an 
etdriiat ſtare of milery ; - *tis a 
fury, a paſſion, an extravagan- 
cy that wants a name, and cart 
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 Cuar:' V.:c 
Abuſe the Irrekgious makes 
the Immortality of. the ſoul % 
the conformity bo man and 


wo. 


TT s. not intended here to 
prove the immorraliry of 
the El but only to ſhew 
how falſe and inconliſtent-are 
the principles of leebigicn 
There is a vaſt conformity 
eween man and or gay: in Joe 
ſenſes, in the multiplication of 
their kinds, their FR preſerya- 
tion , their paſſions, x ws di- 
ſtempe B cr death, Cc. 
From .2 'morraliry of te ſouls 
of beaſts the Irreligious con- 
cludes 
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cludes:that of the foul of man, 
and thinks in that to judge ac- 
cording to the natural imprefſi- 
on that form in' his mind fo 
many qualities, which being 
common to both make a ſort 
of prejuge againſt man. | 
'Toevince how falſe is that 
ratiocination, it may ſuffice to 
prove that it is: no lels againſt; 
than for him. He concludes 
from-chat conformity, thac as 
 thele of beaſts, fo.our ſouls die; 
Why nor that*rhiirs: are” itn- 
mortal as well-as ours 2 The - 
conformity being equal ro both 
tides, it muſt not' be more par- 
tial to-one than to-the other.Ac- 

_ cording to all appearances, ſaies 
the Irreligious, Man, Beaſt, are 
alrogether alike, in the necel- 

H 2 liry 
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firy of dying , and in alt the 
conſequences of death. Bur 
the whole beaſt dies body and 
ſoul, - therefore the whole man 
dies {o alſo. 

. But the very felf ſame argu- 
ment may be thus as probably 
inverted. Beaſts and man' are 
are alike in their death : Bur 
man dies in his body and not in 
his ſoul ; therefore Beaſts do 
ſo too, and their ſouls are im- 
mortal. Either of theſe con- 
cluſions muſt be equal to the 
Irreligjous : ſince profeſling to 
believe but what he knowes ; 
' he knowes, and can know the. 
mortality. of the ſouls of Beafts 
no better than their immorta- 


liry. 
6 Bur 
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But Chriſtians, ſaies he, ac- 
knowledge the whole Beaſt . 
dies. Which anſwer is the 
more abſurd becauſe he muſt 
not argue from what we be-" 
lieve, bur only. from what falls 
under his ſenſes and experience, 
and what he muſt thence ratio- 
nally conclude. Bur he ſees on- 
ly in a Beaſt "the death ofi the 
body. His eyes'can go nofur- 
ther, and concludes from' that 
internal equality any*thing 'for 
their ſoul. Or leaving the an- 
{wer in its full latitude ; *ris-in 
vain he makes ule of our aiitho- 
riry concerning the deſtruction 
of the fouls of beaſts, ſince we 
do it by reaſons'which eſtabliſh 


the immortality of ours. 


H | But 
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Bur ſuppoſing with them-and 
all the world beſides the morra- 
lity of the fouls of Beaſts; all. 
that: can be concluded from 


their conformity with man, can 


_ only fall upon that wherein 


they are dike. 
There fmanihiarwhich "ma 
rational, and that which-is ani- 
mal. Mani is born, preſerves 
himſelf by pokaſkingat and 
= kind by generation. He 
ubje& to: * diſtempers of 


paſſions. ar his 
i bo th diſorders of the Ele- 


ments, and the neceſlity of dy- 


ing, All this is common to 
hm, and the ſmalleſt Beaſts. 
Nay many of them ourt-do him 


'b the perfedtion of his ſenſes. 
| Their ht is more piercing, 
hs their 


" 4 Treatiſe againſt Irreligion.  g5 
their hearing quicker ,-their 
{melling more © refined; Bur 
all chis is fhill, animal. All 
thoſe reſemblances exaggerated 
wich the greateſt care,” extend 
not tothe rational; which ishis 
grand difference. - And fo all 
that can be inferred hence is, 
thac he dies in.all that is beaſt- 
ly m him : in-his- body; 'irhis 

enlitive life; in all the facul- 
ties and operations that depend 
from corporeal Organs, Bur 
what is all this to the deſtru- 
__ of his ſoul, which de- 


n thoſe Organs, net- 
_ in yo being, nor his ope- | 


_ rations, 
Who can hear without indig. 
- natiohthis manner of arguing ? 


Man is like beaſt in that which 
a 
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1s common 'to- both ; 'There- 
fore in all that 4s peculiar : to 
him. . Beaſts die. in: their |bo- 
dies,: in that fenhitive life which 
conſtitute the beaſt, ſo; daes 
man; therefore he dies in that 


Lad intelleual life: which: 


is proper to: him. Man dies 
in bis body,therefore in his ſoul. 
'The Sun Fines not when iti 1s 
Ecclipſed ; therefore he ſhines 
not at all. ; i 


CHAP, 


{ 


| A Tra axdinſt Irreligiin. 97 


| _ Caray. VI. 
Conformity between Man and Beaſt, 


= e conformity berween 
man and beaſt is chree- 
fold ; the firſt-natural and ne- 
ceſlary , the ſecond ſhameful, 
the third laborious. | 2 
''The fwſt 'is_ the conſequence 
of an animal life. Man and 
beaft —__ in eating, drinking, 
ſeping , &c. And although 
this ſtare be imperfect, as ſup- 
poling many. wants, yet there 
neither ſhame nor pain for 
man. wo does ts = 
againſt his reaſon; w 
I; at of his nature, and 
it is agreeable to the bod 
W 
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which is the other. This con-- 


| formity is, inſeparable from 


man in this world. Nor is the 


ſlate of innocence: ic ſelf free 
from it. 


> ſecond is the -conle- 

ce and paniſhment of {m. 
Ic K conkits 3 in fab reign of' our 
paſſions over us; the diſorders 
of body and ſenſes which re- 
bell againſt the law of the 
mind, and in-all the ſhare luſt 
claims in the propagation of 
nature. -This ſtate 1s nacural 
to beaſts, and ſhameful ro man, 
becauſe he is a {tranger; to It, 
*Tis'aſhame for him, thar-paſ- 
flons-ſhould command , when 
reaſon muſt give laws : thas he 
ſhould not maſter his own fen- 
ſes: that he ſhould covert whar 


1s 


( 


«* 
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4; hoe his own ; and love what 
he- is convinced he ſhould not; 
nay- ſometimes that which: he 
would not love. 

Man is naturally no. leſs 
ſtranger to the third, than to 
the ſecond : So many labours 
incident to his life, fo many . 
ſufferings and diſtempers that 
end: but with him, -cannot- na- 
wrally fall upon an innocent 
creature. He muſt have been 
guilty to be afflicted. 

» Nor can'the Irreligious in- 
ſtance the ſufferings of beaſts, 
who are innocent after their 
manner. Why muſt man the 
moſt excellent creature -upon 
earth-, who was to command 
beaſts, be twice more miſera- 
ble chan they, Furſt in the 
| mulrj- 
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multitude and diverſity of his 


pains, which come from the 
infimite. number.of his wants. 
Secondly , 'The quicker and 
more galling ſentiments of his 
pains. Beaſtsare afflicted with 
 noevil bur the preſent. Man 

fears beſides, 'and forefees 'the 
furure. He who is condemned 
to die, dies ' a thouſand times 
before his execution. He feels 
infamy which ourvies any grief. 
And by the help. of memory is 
galled ac the ' privation of a 
tare, the happineſs whereof he 
knowes moſt exactly, and de- 
fires moſt earneſtly. 

Beaſts are incapable of any 
of tholepains, and nothing bur 
2 cauſe ſtranger to mans na- 
zure, ſuch as is fin, .cauld; have 
elHliiT {ub- 


1 
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*{ubjected him to them. Sin 
alone could let into the world 
wars, diſtempers and" death. 
And God could not puniſhche 
pride of man with greater jui- 
ſtice, than to make him fo like 
beaſts in ſenſible things , as 
they ſeem even to obſcure the 
immortality of his nature. --- 
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Cray. VIL 


The dire between Man and 


i oo chief idifference ny 
- tween Man and Beaſt, is 


reaſon ; which comprehends 
memory of things that are 
paſt, and foreſight of thole 
are to come. 

Hence ariſes ſpeech, which 
a general means to communi- 
cate thoughts , covering them 
with ſuch ſounds that men ap- 


plicd their notions to. 


is divided into all forts of Lan- 


guapes, nor is there any Nati- 
on 


J) 
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*h but:makes uſe of it to keep 
up civil hag” 

alſo Sciences , A 
"vm Commerce , Societies 
and Kingdoms. 

The lecond is liberty, .an in- 
difterence of doing and not do- 
ing what he p : Whereas 
beaſts are path in all 
their ations by a predominant 
inſtin&, they cannot reſiſt. 

Hence ariſe Laws to ſecure 
private men , and promote 


publick intereſt ; which are 
-— only upon li 

= being wc room aged 
in a nature determined to o the 
lame thing. - 

Hence alſo ariſe vertues , 
which reſult from the good 
uſe of liberty LES to 
the Laws. Nay 
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Nay man-is diſcernable by 
his vices. Thelove of Glory; 
and the deſire of Command- 
ing diſtinguiſhes us from beaſts; 


though our condition be not 2 


Jor the betret for it; foce all de- 
| res not over{wayed by rea- 
Anh. fr render jg muſeras 
ble, Fr A is never an argue 
nent to_raif _ ſelves above any 
other. | 
Now the queſtion is, 1: vihe- 
_ ther beſides Fo many palpable 
differences , there is not yet 
tome £7 Wks inviſible that diſtin- 
guithes man in his duration: 
- 1; To conkider the thing it 
ſelf, ir is already very poſſible 
that amongſt ſo many external 
differences there is ſome inter- 


ao ata) tous Theeis 


great | 
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Brat probability thar ſouls fo 
contrary in all things are ſo too 
in their duration, and in their 
eſſence. How could man do 
things fo far beyond the reach 
and capacity of beaſts, Fete not 
his nature nobler and perfefter 
than theirs. This ſuppofition 
is very probable. | 
2ly. It we ſurvey attentive- 
ly all the advantages of man 
above beaſts, they do all im- 
ply a natural iy to im 
morraliry. 
The nature of the ſoul. is 
ſpiricual. This appears from 
her choughts, which repreſen 
tro. her ſpiritual objects, and 
from general ideas from pri- 
vate images of things. Bur if 
the being of the foul be ſpi- 
—_— = 
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ricual., it is. alſo inmorta!, 
Since, a being totally indepen- 
dent from matter ; is ſubject to 


. - 


no alteration. 
zly. If we examine reaſon, 
which is the character of the 
ſoul, it is bound within no 
compaſs of time.. By the help 
of memory and: foreſight. no- 
thing is futureor paſt to man. 
NEwary recalls precedent 
ages :, orelight {ers before our 
eyes events that are to come. 
Reaſon enacts laws to order 
matters of men, if 'twere poſ- 
ſible, for ever.. Books ſhall 
reach poſterity as long as men 
live. Dying people intend by. 
heir laſt will co, diſpofe ro Ki 
future, ages of the goods that. 
are in their power, There is 
2” 
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No man bur deſires eternal life 
and happineſs. None bur fears 
infatny after his death. Nay , 
thoſe very men wiſh for im- 
mortality whodefire their ſouls 
ro be immortal. 
Are not' theſe prejudices 
ſtrorigg enough to move any 
man ? We have a clear notion 
of immortality. Our mind 
foreſees, our heart wiſhes for, 
every body aſpires to it. Ir is 
therefore at leaſt to be conclu- 
ded in the number of poſſible 
things. And the contrary opi- 
'nion cannot be received , un- 
eſs it brings along with it an 
eyidence equal to that, of ha- 
vins* feen a ſoul annihilated, 
which never | happened and 


never ſhall, 


3. Our 


: 
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Our, eyes, laies the Irceligh- 
ous, are! not witneſſes of the 
fouls immortality. It is true. 
Buc are they of her deſtructi- 
on ? Is 6 Oh of them equal- 
ly unattainable to- our lenles * 
What can then determine him 
rather to the beligf.of one, than 
of the other , ſince both -are 
equally unknown to him?; | 
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Cnae. VIIL 


Some places of Eccleſiaſtes Irreligi- 
05 men make uſe of to prove the 


mortality of the ſoul, explained. 
Othing ſurpriſes more 


N than to lee the Irreligi- 
ous make uſe of a Book writ- 
ten againſt Irreligion. The 
Eccleſiaſtes ſuppoles every where 
exiſtence of God, and the cre- 
ation of man. He condemns 
the vanity of his defires :  re- 
proaches him with ignorance 
in the works of. God.: draws a 
picture of the chief abufes of 
all conditions: threatens all {1n- 
ners with the laſt judgement, 
and exhorts them to repent be- 


I 3 fore 
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fore death may overtake them: 


It is eafie to lee that all this 
15 grounded upon immorrality. 
If the ſoul does not out-live 
the body, it is needle(s to per- 
{wade to actions of piety , 
which ſhould go-unrewarded ; 
and to deter us from crimes by 
the image of a judgement to 
come, Which had nothing real 
in it. Certainly the in of 
Solomon being to lead us to God 
through the duties of a ſincere 
piety, this Book is dire&ly op- 
polite to the error of the de- 
ſtruction of the ſoul, the be- 
Jief of her martality being the 
foundation of all Religion. 

But had he eſtabliſhed it in 
any place, with what probabi- 
liry could we make uſe of _— 

| r 
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er to deſtroy it ? Unleſs. we 
ſhould impute to the Wiſe man 
a ſhameful contradi&tion, and 
accule him to pull down be- 
fore-hand what he intended to 
build after. | 

The ſcope of the laſt Cha- 
pter is to adviſe men to ſerve 
God from their Yquth, and not 
put off their converſion to the 
laſt.years of their life, where- 
in repentance is ſo ſuſpicious. 
And having metaphorically de- 
{cribed. the diflolution of the 
body in thele words : Ere the 
wheel be broken at the Ciſtern ; he 
breaks off his metaphors, and 
ſaies plainly, Then ſhall the duſt 
return to the earth as it was , and 
the ſpirit ſhall return unto God 
- who gaVe it, 12. 6. 


I 4 Thele 
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Theſe words make out clears _ 
ly the immortality of che ſoul. 
If our ſpirit ſubliſts not after the 
diſſolution of the body , how 
can K return to God? Can a 
fpirit which is annihilated re- 
rurn to his maker ? And this 
leems to be inforced by the 
compariſon he makes of it to 
the duſt. For the duſt our bo- 
dy is made of, fubliſts really 
after the diſſolution of the 
whole. 

Nay, this duſt is immoral, 
no creature being able to an- 
nihilate it ; and matter remain- 
ing incorruptible to any natu- 
ral power. Therefore the duſt 
of our body ſublifting even at- 
ter our death, retuming to the 
earth as it was, who doubts but 


Our 
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our-ſpirit returning to God who 
gave it , fubbfiſts after the ſepa- 
ration. There is not the leaſt 
colour to attribute any other 
ſenſe to the Wiſe man. And 
we are naturally led to it by 
the juſtneſs of the compariſon 
between theſe rwo parts of our 
ſelves. The ſpirit ſhall return un- | 
to God who gave it, as the duſt ſhall 
return to the earth as itt was. "T's 
the Wiſe-mans propoſition. Bur 
the duſt ſfubſiſts even after the 
ſeparation, and retwns really to 
the earth. Therefore the ſpirit 
- returning to God who gave it, 
ſubfiſts really allo. 

Nor is it an amazing thing 
that our ſoul ſhould be immor- 
tal, ſince the duſt and earth ſhe 
animates is ſo roo. And as 

| death. 
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death is not the annihilation o 
bodies, but their ſeparation 
from fouls, and their diſſoluti- 
on into elements; ſo it-s not 
the annihilarion of the ſoul, bur 
its ſeparation from the body, 
and reunion to God as her 
{ource, 

Indeed after ſo preciſe an al- 
ſertion of the immortality of 
the ſoul, any ing-nious adver- 
ſary wil confels, that if ſome 
obicure place occurs, it isa rule 
of common lenle to reduce it 
to the perſpicuity - of theſe 
words. 

But what mult one ſay if that 
very place the Irreligiousulurps 
againſt immortality ſhould ſup- 
pole it {o plainly that it is meer 
nonlenſe out of that ſuppolitt- 


an ? The 
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The Wiſe-man faies, that ha- 
ving confidered thoſe places . 
where Judges it, he bad ſeeri 
wickedneſs in chemi, and im- 
piety in their - judgements , 
cverſ. 16, 17. But that their 
verdicts ſhall be reviewed and 


reformed, When God ſhall judge 


the ri inhteous and the wicked \ for 
there is a time far every purpoſe 


and for every work, that it can- 
not be underſtood bur of the 
laſt judgement, and conlſe- 
quently ſuppoſes before-hand 
the immortality of the ſoul. 
He adds, er. 18, 19. thar 
he has ſaid in bis heart concerning 
the ſons of men , that God might 
manifeſt them, and that they might 
ſee, that they themſelves are beaſts. 


"Tis upon that account in the 
Wile- 
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Wiſe-mans opinion, that as one 
dies, ſo dies the other. Nea they 
have all one breath, ſo that a man 
has no preemmence upon a beaſt, for 
all is but vanity. And that they 
may be convinced of it, all go to 
one place, all are of the duſt, andturn 
to duſt again. This is ſo ſtrong a 
prejudice tor ſtupid and carnal 
men, as it inclines them to be- 
keve that their condition is 

fealy the ſame with that of 
beaſts. Who knoweth the ſpirit of 
man that goes upward, and the ſþi- 
rit of the by that goes downward 
to the earth ? *Tis almoſt the 
ſame manner of ſpeaking as 
that which expreſles ſo perſpi- 
cuouſly the immortality of the 
ſoul, and the ſpirit ſhall return 
wnto God who gave it, Which isthe 


{ame - 
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ame as if he had ſaid ; in that - 
deep ignorance of all things 
men are involved, there is noc 
{ſo much as one who knowes 
that which no body ſhould be a 
ſtranger to, being the founda- 
tion of all Religion, that rati- 
onal ſouls are immortal , and 
that of the beaſts is nor. 

It appears therefore clearer 
than light it ſelf, that the Wiſe- 
man propoles not this truth as 
doubtful , but as undoubtedly 
granted. Which is an extraor- 
dinary manner - of ſpeaking. 
When - ro exaggerate {ome 
points, men are engaged -to 
know, one doubts whether they 
. do know otherswhich are more 
common ? Is there an igno- 
rance, may one ay, __—_ 

t 
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that of the Popiſh people in 
many places? They think ir 


lawful ro keep another mans 
goods, as long as the Law does 
not call them to an account ; 
they blame no Oaths bur perju- 
ry. Nay, who of them knowes 
whether there is three perſons 
in God , and two Natures in 
Chriſt ? W-. 

"Tis juſt the ſame trope the 
Wiſe-man ſpoke in. He is 
not uncertain whether the foul 
returns to God: whence” the 
came, fince he profeſles it 'ex- 

prely at the end” of his Book; 
but he doubts whether amongſt 
the men of his time, any” had 
light enough ro diſcover this 
truth in the midſt - of fo much 


darkneſs. | 
It 
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f* If ſpeaking thus he ſeems to 
doubt of the ſouls immortality ; 
| he muſt have doubted alſo of 
the corruptibility of the ſouls 
ot beaſts, his expreſſion reach- 
ing equally to both. Who knows 
eth the ſpirit of man that goes up- 
ward, and the ſpirit of beaſts that 
20 downward ? 

He muſt then mean this. 


Who knowes whether the ſpirir 
of man ſubſiſts after death, as it 
is uſually believed, and that of 
beaſts periſhes with the body ? 
Bur is it a thing wile Solomon. 
could doubt of 2 Are men na- 
turally inclined to believe ſouls 
of beaſts immortal ? Could he 
ballance a moment to which he 
was to aſcribe immortality , 


mans or beaſt ? Sts 
CHAP. 
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Cray. I Xx. 


A ſhort Analyſis of the Book of 
Eccleſtaftes. 


| Here is no conduct more 
liable to illuftons, than 
to pick up ſome places favou- 
' rable to ones opinion, without, 
reflecting upon many others di- 
realy oppoſtte toit. Thus the 
Irreligions makes uſe of fome 
places in the Feclefiaftes which 
feem agrecable to his fancies, 
and leaves an hundred other 
which ſay the quite contrary. 
This-artifice i eafily over- 
thrown by this anfiver, either 
admit or deny them all, ſince 
all have the ſame authority. 


He 
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Fe alledpes Solomon exhiorts 
us to' live pleaſantly : that he 
declares he ſaw nothing more 
advantageous under TVs Suri : 
and that it was' the happineſs 
God'had granted him, as if no 
othee was " be expetted. He 
underftands all thoſe places of 
riot arid ſenfiial pleaſi ures,” thus 
arttibliting | to! the wiſeſt" of 
Kings to-excite his Readers to 
debauchery, and all that: can 
irritate the ſinfulleſt paſſions: * 
"Certainly one Th needs 
have. 4 ſtrangely” low Idea 'of 
things, to conceive 'no' othiet 
joy'but that which'i is cafiial: and 
imagine Solomm -exhorts tis to - 
fall to exceſs,he confeſſes lit 
ſelf rohave beet guiley of: Bit 


one” "uſt n66ds be y blind; 
k 


who! 
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whodoes not ſee, that he relates 
them only to: condem them , 
and lay open- their folly and 
emptineſs. To. dilcera then 
what the Wiſe-man allowes, 
from the liberties the Itzeligious 
claims, as if -chey were - eorle- 
quences of hisdqftrine, it ſgem- 
ed worch the while to end. this 
 diſcqurle-by a ſhort analyſis of 
Eccleſagftes. The lenle of every 
- particular place being to be un- 
deriiood by che delign and ipi- 
tit of the whole Book, which 
chances to be the lame, as of 
ro ilcourt, 
poles to himſelf, is to KF a6 
mans heart from the love of the 
world, the enjoyment. of crea- 
wxezand his cagernels-for riches 


and , 


wv gfe 
Y ——————— — 0 i 
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End tranſitory things ,-' to the: 
end that he may love, fear and 
ſerve God alone. "Tis the com- 
elufion he draws from the argu- 
tmerits he has | ſpread: through 
the whole book. Let us hear the 
C of the whole mattey. Fear 
God and keep bis Commantiments, for 
this is the while duty duty of waa. For 


God every- word into 
port few owe ay ferathin, 
Whether it be good or whther 
evil. c. 12. 13, 14.” 
The only ground "* inſifts 
to perſwaderhem, is that 
a os 'and all its atren- 
dance is vanity ,' abuſe,” dark- 
neſs and miſery {++ ther char 
7 to be happy by it. _ 
he begins his diſcourſe, 
chiraing, vanity of vanities, "al 
| K 2 


is pity. " Than: he! Ws an 
exact account of all theſe vani- 
ties, , -Hedeſcribes.exaggerates, 
and carries them fo-far as to 
rendex;every one-lehſiÞle of his 
own..:milery. - He! preſcribes 
particular, remedies of each- of 
a -::And.. becaule his book 
= dire&ed to gredt 'linners, he 
ſcems..q compound with them; 
and to, hinder them from fixing 
their love in the .creatures ; he 
allows them. a moderate and 
Lwful uſe of them. , - _ ;\ 
Alltheſe vanities may, be,xe- 
duced to twenty tlixee:- lomie 
are drawn from the inperfeRi- 
.on of creatures in thetaſelves; 


others from the ill uſe men 
Aa omg .: -efmo; : 


y {Tu et right I'25: 
"The 'firſt+is char allichings 
under the Suri are ranſitoxy and d 
ſubje& to aleration ; thatall is 
obſcure and hard to becappre- 
hended ;_ that there is*nothing 
new , and.- the. moſt iglorious 
things are buried' in oblivion as 
{gon as they are gone. ©.743'v. 2, 
11. 'That there are arguments 
to mortifhe! our ' indination to 
preſent things, our? curidſiry 
for new difcodei ies, andabove 
the thirſt of: Glory and Fame {o 
natural to all'tnen; 1 711 
*Yanity 'ins tearning/; Unliich 
reguires 0 conſtant, and lohard 
a labour. 16, 18. O 
{Vanity in the pleaſures of 
chislife, magmthicence of: build- 
ings, and grear numberi.and 
variety of attendants, . c. "2; V: 
1,11, K 3 Va- 
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Vanity. in the'\-fublimeſt 
knowledge fince it procures no 
rage Awning 
ignorant, | 
being equally Cogan after 
their death. 


| 12.17. 
Vanity 


in the hardſhips men 


undergo. night nodey, ro heap 


not 


whom 
r dog them) = Thas 
It is better to-enjoy- the fruit of 
bis. abours, than beap up Rill, 
and tarve ones lf to inrich an 
_— heir. Tha this bate- 
of ſoul. is axe:of the grea- 
rn puniſhments; of God, x6, 
18, 26. 

Vanity in the FOE and 
and; cares of men, who are-ob- 
ltiged- to vary them. at every 
moment. "That how great. and 
ſatis 


nAl- 
mutable God, . can find no. reſt 
in them. So that the beſt wa 
ist9o/ule them moderately,.,, ſl 
expecting greater thi 


things.; £4 3+ | 


ſouls immortality. 18, 22+ 
Vanity in calumnies inno- 
- cet people ſuffer, and the en- 
vy tp- which they are expoſed 
who excel in any faculcy. 2 _ 
7, 1, 16, Var i 
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_ Vanity in a rhans ape 


volls wwho- heaps (þ-Rill;* odgh 
hethas no py ind intet 
liz ioge. 5, 5 24) 210K rr 

#2 aniry in the' revoliflew of 
fiſts wherein from the 'low- 
eſt rar one is: 'ofteh 'raile$7to 
the throne, 13,16. "L +1 
""Viahiry in theuick decay of 
the: greateſt forrunes atret {0 
may pains BEI ſirWett, 
172% i 

"Vanity in the greareſ} iid 
the owner whereof is ſnatchr 
away before he-canenjoy them: 
that to judge that man by his 
own principles having put his 
happineſs in them, he muſt be 
accounted moſtunhapp ppy: That 
a "Child dyins'ss ſoon as he' is / 
born ic is not ſp much to be pi- 
tied. c. 6. 18, Vani- 


. p Af it Grit, ou 

"Vanity irr:the” pompous tu- 
2 of | the -- irnipious ;" and 
thole falſe commendations 
fpent upon them in funeral Ser- 
mons. 

Vanity in the nk of 
objefts which ate fo uncertain, 
as men know not very” often 
which is moſt uſeful to thern. 
EP. x, 383-17 If) 

Vanity | in- thelong life of the 
itmpious , and: precipitate: end 
of the juſt 16,21, 

Vanity in"-women- whoſe 
manners {( itr:-Solomon's . Time) 
were {o corrupted that he conld 
finÞnone good... .28, 30... 

Vanity in' che proſperity of 
the impious, -and perſecutions 
of the juſt. Whence t the Wiſe- 


man takes 'occaſion to ' com- 
mend +- ' 
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mend:them who enjoy upright- * 
ly the plenty; God: has gen 
them. 14, $3.62 

 Vinky | io c-:the lbrojent 
ſearchinto the ſecrers of nature. 
16,£7,51;':;--: 
Vanity in Fu FAR t1gn0- 


Trance we are of our ſtate to- 
wards God ; and:of the great 
confidence of the i impious, .be- 
cauſe good and-evil fallsequal- 
by upon the lf abdunjult, G19, 
1, 22. 

Vanity in day forune and 
hazard have a greater ſhare in 
riches xhan merit. 

Vamiy inthat the beſt coun- 
ſels either are not hearkned to, 
or paſs unrewarded. 13,18. 

Vanicy in the. rinequal diſtri» 

bution of charges ſs = 
y 
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*by the cheats pur upon Princes. 
C.10; 15/25 $. 
The Wife-man having nod; 
ed thetemmt Chapter with ſome: 
moral maxims, takes up allthe 
eleven to commend diftribu- 
tion of -alms both to the cove- 
tousand prodigal. Till ar laft 
he concludes his Book by ex- 
horting men. to return to God, 
before old age ſhould overtake 
them, asif he aid to them. If 
lo mawy abuſes and vanities 
cannot unloole: you from. the 
world;-;let at laſt: the conitde-' 
ration of old age, which being 
ſo near, will not. permit youto 
enjoy, it a-long white, perſwade 
you: to renounce* thole | 
willmgly, which you maſt in- 
fallbly fortake. "This 3 is the 


COnN- 
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concluſion of allhis argumetits 3 
the conſequence he draws from 
the'condut of the world he 
repreſented alt'a long%in his 
Book ; and the end of”all is, 
that there'is-no ſolid happineſs: 
hore, but thar-1t muſt be found 
[bub ir 4ppears hi Sol 
cooomennes chole many'va-' 
nities' only t0/breed! inms4 di- 
ſhite of theworhd. 'Hexseckons 
amongſt them all:che res 
of his life, ithe magnificence of 
his.buildings; - {the jor riofiry: 
qt" 1entertainments ,” theogreat- 
neſs of his exgalavck che -.mul- 
tirude of | his:i-attendantsi,” and 
generally all: the diverſions: of 
2 :1nbmerous and flourithing 
Cele, He declares | plainly, 
that 
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*bat havin 9 conſidered the works! of 
his bands, = was but -vanity., mu- 
fey, coexation of mind , a that 
1 wid is under the Sun no ld [tou 
permanent bappmeſs. 

And thus oelnakia Cds: atthe 
end of the ſecond Chaprer, and 
in ſome other places, there is n6- 
thing better fo 6 man than that - be 
ſhould, eat and drink, it muſt be 
ſure underſtood of the mode- 
rate enjoyment : of - the world, 
otherwiſe Solomon ſhould . nor 
be lookr upon: as the wiſe, 
but” maddeſt | of men: | 

But let it be :far: from us to 
think. ſo unworthily of him 
whom God:had endowed with 
divine yiſdom., to ' permit-ain 

harmleſs innocent oy, and: a 

moderatt: uſe of rithes equab 


ly 
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ly diſtant. from coyeroul: nels 
and prodigality, is -not to 
open a gap to all forts of EX 
celles. 

Men have. been differently 
towards . riches. -There ' has 
becn Saints who to give cthem- 
{elves wholly to the contempla- 
tion of heavenly things, did — 
tirely ſhake them off. Uprig 
men - difpence them - Chg 
Sinners pervert them into/an ill 
ule , either ſquandring them 
ſhamefully, or keeping them 
out of a baſe coyetouſnels. *Tis 
co them Solomar directs his diſ- 
courſe. Itwasealier to him to 
keep famous debauches within 
the bounds of lawful pleaſures, 
than to. perfwade 'them "they 
ough wholly to forlake them, 


and 
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* and paſs from one extteam to 
the 5 And to cure that 
baſeneſs of fouls which ſcarce 
allows ſome people a ſober uſe 
of what they poſlels, bis beſt 
way was to incite the cove- 
ron.s 'to their moderate. enjoy- 
ment. 

"Tis true, he makes uſe alſo 
of ſome other conſideration to 
the ſame purpole. Samertimes 
hetakes occaſion fromthe reft- 
leſs curiolity wherewith ſome 
men ſearch into the ſecrets of 
nature, totell them that a.qui- 
er and commodious life is pre- 
ferrable ro that vaniry. Some- 
times he propoles the. necelſivy 
of dying incident to every bo- 
dy, and of ſuch influence up- 
on :lome, as it obſcures in'their 


mind 
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mind the immortality of their 
ſoul: * Nothing: | being "more 
powerful to ſtop the deſigns 
of an ambitious man , than 
to let him underſtand he 
mult die, and has no advan- 
tage- over the moſt deſpicaple 

beaſts | \1'ML 
The ſmalleſt refleftion up- 
on thoſe places, will perfwade 
any rational man Solomon 'can- 
not'invite us: to a ſinful joy, he 
condemns eyery where, bur ra- 
ther ro an innocent cheeffulneſs 

inſeparable from a good conſci- 
ence. Or if in the ſ{1xth Cha- 
pter he thinks him unhappy, _ 
who being left: heir to a 'preat 
eſtate cannor enjoy it, he ſpeaks 
ſtill ſuppoſing that mans ini- 
ward diſpoſition; who havig 
6s 
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_ *ſet all his happineſs inthe goods 
of this life, is by his death ſpoiled 
of them, and expeRts no others 
in the next. {HAY 
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IE «. - *\ | 
Third Dif courſe e. 


Application of the  tmo 
precedent Diſcourſes 
to the Irreligzou. 


Crap. I. 


That the advantage being ſo great of 
the ſide of Chriſtian Religion. 
The Irreligious ought to rid} him- 
ſelf of all forts of prejudices, and 
the more, becauſe the diſorders of 
his life-is the only ſource of his 


 brelgion. | ; 
J« is rationally expected 


that no Irreligious man will 
hereafter think Chriſtiani- 


ty falſe, becaule all the _— 
© 


* A Treaviſe qgainſt Irreligion. 1.3.9 
*of our faich are not to be de- 
monſtrared as problems of Geo- 
metry : they will confels it has 
atleaft ſome degrees of proba- 
bility. Which being ſuppoſed, 
this propſition muſt take with 
any man of ſenſe, thatit being: 
probable Chriſtian Religion 
may be trne, and if ſo; attend- 
ed with eternal happineſs, or 
miſery ; t concernshim to have 
it true by all means, and give 
oyer all prejudices againſt it. 
- The Irreligious niuſt then 
examine whether his love to Ir- 
religion is the effect of the per- 
fwaſion of his mind, or of the 
corruption of his heart; Whether 

| the falfhood, or the ſeverity of 
his maxims ftaggers him: Falſ- 
hood indeed is offenfrve to the 


EL: mind) 
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mind, /bur ſeverity only to the 
heart and fleſh; and'no man, ler 
him bbenever fs lictle one 
for himſelf, will rejetReligion 
upon that account. *T would 
be the! greateſt paralogilm in 
the world, Thus Religion is ſe 
ere, it forbids enſual "pleaſures, 
therefor e it is falſe. There may 
be pleaſures ſo finful as a Reli- 
gion may be true, and yet for- 
bid them. | 
This: ſearch into . his own 
heart is the more neceſlary, be- 
caule pleaſures, and--paſlions , 
which may be called.the reaſons 
of the. heart , are' the firmeſt 
grounds of Icreligion. Itis worth 
our obleryation, and.is no fmall 
argument, of its being falſe, 
that none ever fell into it who 
ſought 


» 
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ou ght for the truth with fince- 

Study and lobriety never 
Ty any man to it. Ir is not 
met * withall in ones way. 
There muſt be wandrings ro 
find it out ; nor can it be fo 
till after a laborious task'to cor- 
rupt and deprave his under- 
ſtanding. 

Nature cries, there is a God, 
and the werkl i is the work of 
his hands. There is no people 
ſo barbarous but has heard 
that voice. As ſoon as we had 
the uſe of . our reaſon, the 
Church took care. to teach us 
that our nature is depraved by 
fin'; that we are/born children 
of wrath ; baniſh our heaven- 
ly country ; that we ſtand. in 
need of a Saviour who curesour 


L 3} wounds 
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"wounds; reconciles us to God," 
and opens to us the King- 
dom of Heaven ; that Chriff 
is. that bleſſed he and 
that there is no ſalvation our of 
his Church. 

Thelxelig ious received thoſe 
inſtructions , > his infancy. 
How came he to forget them 
ſo 'foon? By! that fad mil- 
chance did he engage in an 
opinion contrary to what be 
had learned at School, and 
condemned by all the exam- 
ples he. ſaw both _ and 
domeſtick. 

k is no hard matter to find 
out the cauſe of it. Diſorder 
and Libertiniſm brought him 

to it. The crimes of his youth 
have. been as fo. _— deg 

| 
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*that led him tothe bottom: of 
the abils. Bl companies ad» 
ed to: the corruption of his 
heart infe&ted and debauched 
him. The habit of rior: and 
excels got ſuch holds 01 him, 
as it became a kind of neceſſi- 
. ty... Yethe had preſerved light 
enough to (ee 'that his life, and 
the hopes of another could ne- 
ver agree ; and that if what 
Chriſtianiry teaches of the (e- 
vere juſtice of God , of the 
immorrtality of our ſouls, and 
of the laſt judgement, was true, 
he was the moſt milerable 
of men , amidſt his falſe de- 
. lights. 

There was therefore a choice 
to be made berween a life ſo 
diſordered and a Religion fo 

L 4 pure, 


144 ATreatiſe againſt Irreligim. 
7 both being ries. = 
le. But how could he break 
off the fetters of -luſt- armed 
and backed with a poſleflion 
of many years? The only 
of it made the whole 
heart, rebel againſt the mind. 
- Perhaps he did ſtrive to free 
himſelf from that oppreſſion , 
bur fell lower than - Was be- 
fore. 

He thought it.therefore ea- 
| hier to extinguiſh what faith 
and Religion was left him. He 
turned Alrnighty God out of 
the world. Or if he left him 
his being, 'twas upon conditi- 
on that he ſhould have nothing 
to do with him in this life or 
in the' next. He dilannulled 
the a&t of the laſt Judgement, 


extin- 
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extinguiſhed che flames of Hell, 
called: them tales and ſtories to 
fright Children, and to hinder 
milery from ever falling upon 
'him, annihilared himſelf hes 
his death. He pur avail on. 
his eyes only to peep S. 
Then he ay ansFwbrm, he 
ſaw nothing clearly, and wo 
was no-more ground to believe, 
than to disbelieve,or believe the 
contrary. Ina word, he had 
rather runto thoſe exert than 
refrain his paſſions. 

Yer if Irreligious men will 
give glory to truth, they muſt 
acknowledge that this was the 
way which led them to the pit. 
And what other arguments can 
they expect to be condemned 
by ? Is that licentious life of 


- theirs 
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theirs an argument againſt God 
and his Religion ? b the Go- 
{pel leſs true becaule they are 
ns {laves of their joy Sap 2 
Certainly they. might FEY 
rate into the very ſtate of beaſts, 
truth would nor be leſs ack 
geable. Before they had en- 
aged fo deeply in tin, when 
they lived an honeſt, Chriſtian 
life, there was a God, maker of 
Heaven and Earth ,. a Jeſus 
Chriſt who had redeemed _ us 
with his blood, their ſoul 'was 
immortal, and had they perſe- 
vered in thole commendable 
beginnings, Faithand Religion 
would never have decayed. 
Bur ſince they live diforder- 
ly all the world is altered. 
"There 15 no God, no Chriſt, no 
An- 
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poten no Devils, no fouls. 
There 1s no Hates to hope; 
'no Hell to fear. All that has 
been annihilated in a moment, 
or become fo obſcure, as not 
ro be apprehended. But oh won- 
der | . 1-1 beguto open their 
eyes only lince they __ chem- 
{elves to the love of Creatures, 
whole natual effe& is to blind. 
Now, are they not ſenſible - 
the infullerable nd fey 

theſe pretences * And 1 

wall Wars lincerely : 

other proofs they need to kar 
convinced that they are out of 
the way. 

But as their ſinful inclinati- 
ons/ datkned their underſtand- 
ing, they muſt never hope to 
ſee clear in the things of God 
till 
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till they are free from their ſla- 
very. Our heart being pre- 

poſleſt with a. violent paſſion 
bo any object, 1 not calm and 
unconcerned enough to judge 
whether the Law which: con- 
, demns its excefles is juſt. He 
| declares before: hand againſt a 
Religion which bars him from 


his Lon tender deſires as an 


enemy to his quiet. - And the 
mind covered with the miſt 
n caſts over it, | cannot 
weigh impartially the moſt ſo 
lid reaſons. | 


CHAP. 


| 
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Cray. IL 


Three Obſtacles the Irreligious muſt 
remove by three contrary di poſe 
£10Ns. 


FF then the [religious ſeks 
the truch with ſincerity , 
which the doctrine of Chriſt 
alone can lead. us-to, let him 
remove all the obſtacles that 
hinder him from being per- 
ſwaded, They may be reduced 
to three ; two of which. are in 
him, and the laſt i in God him- 
ſelf... 

The firſt is his ſenſual pleaſures 
and paſſions, the at caules 
of his ins. The leaſt paſſion na-. 
turally obftructs the mind, and 


un. 
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unfits it to pierce the cloud that 
lies over the truch; But ſenſu- 
al pleaſures are diretly oppo- 
fire to the Golpel of Chriſt ; 
and 'twere 2 miracle if 'a ſoul 
charmed and poſleſt withthem 
could a Religion: 


And fo aſober, innocent life 


free from paſſions and ftns is the 
firſt diſpoſition required - of an 
Icccligiousman. He muſt begin 
beforehand to live in a'man- 
ner anſwerable to 'the dignity 
of the law he examines: The 
King of Heaven as jealous of 
his authority as che Kings of the 
Earth, exadts from thoſe rebels 
that they ſhould put down their 
arms before he enters'into any 
conditions of peace. This obe- 
dience of chein will be'a pre- 


paratiort 
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paration to faith, as faith is 2 
necellary condition ro appte- 
hend our myſteries. "Thelrre- 
ligious would apprehend be- 
fore he ſhould Jy ron and 
obey : but he muſt do both 
before he can. apprehend , Niſs 
credideris non celkeers We can- 
not -know it better than from 
' the author of our faith. The 

practice of his doQtine is the 
only way to know whether it 
comes from Heaven ? He 'will 
will make an happy . experi- 
ment of the truth of the words 
of the Pr ophet. The Law the 
Lord 15 vrfes converting the foul. 
The teſtimuny of the Lord is pure, 
making wiſe the | ſample. The ſta 
—_ rejoycing 
the heart, The -commandment of 
the 
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the Lord us pure, enlightning the eye 


'The fear of the Lord us clean alli 


for ever. The judgements of the 
Lord are true and righteous altoge- 


ther. 

Thus the Irreligious muſt be- 
gin to examine the true Religi- 
on ; otherwiſe he flatters him- 
ſail 3 in- vaift to have: done his 
indeavours in that ſearch. As 
long -as his heart is ſtained 
by the love of creatures , 
he has not gone the firſt 
ſtep. But ſeeking Religion 
without forſaking his vices, he 
uruted:things that are irrecon- 
cileable. | 

The ſecond obſtacle the Ir. 
religious meets in his waies, is 
a diſturbed buhie life, which ty- 
ing him to preſenc things , 

leaves 
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leaves him no tinie to think 
upon his true concerns. He is 
never at home. External ob- 
jects carry him from himſelf. 
And care, ſtudy and applicariori 
being the only means that can 
help him in his ſearch , with- 
out them his undertaking will 
ptove unſucceſsful. God isnot 
to be found but in true Religji- 
» on. The Church he has found- 
edi4 bus dwellmg place. There 
is from it bur illuſions and de- 
ceit. True Religion is very 
often covered with obſcurities, 
which incline proud men to 
think it falſe. God has hid him- 
ſelf as it were with a cloud, 
that men might ſeek for hin, 
He needs therefore all the ap- 
plication, care and induſtry he 
M is 
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is capable of to lee through it. 
If he ſucceeds or miſtakes, he is 
happy or miſerable for ever. 
Thelaſt obſtacle the Irreligi- 
ous muſt overcome is the ju- 
ſtice of God he has provok'd, 
who to be revenged of him, 
Spareit penales cacitates ſuper illi- 
citas cupiditates, The wrath of 
God is manifeſted in him by 
his indifference for any Religj- 
on, his invincible hatred to 
any thing that can diſturb the 
happy peace he enjoyes, and 
the diſpohition he is in to live a 
pleaſant, eaſe, delicious life. 
From that deplorable ſtate of 
his flowes naturally a third con- 
dition neceſſary to an Irreligi- 


ous man who begins to open 


hiseyes, and that is, a violent 


orief. 


4 
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grief. If it be true thar there 
1s a God, ſuch as Chriſtians 
adore, can there be a creature 
more an enemy to him, and 
conſequently more miſerable ? 
Can a greater injury be done 
| to almighty God., than to ex- 
clude him from the inunber of 
Beings ; contemn his Laws ; 
laugh athis threatnings ; reckon 
him a fancy which fob ſts only 
in a ts brain ; and live in a 
total independence from him. 

He cannot therefore be too 
much afflicted when he ſeeks 
for God ; the loſs he makes of 
him being inſeparable from his 
'OWN. 

Thele are the obſtacles may 
deter him from Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. Let his experience ju- 
M 2 ſtihe 
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ſtifie the ſanRitie and ſecurity 
of thoſe means. Let them try 


1 


Cd 


the truth of its maxims before 


they reject it, there being ſo 
nearly concerned that their eter- 
nal happineſs lies at the ſtake. 
And what is a man profited if be 
ſhall gain the whole world and loſe 
his ſoul * and what ſhall he give 
in exchange for his ſoul, if ever 


he chance to loſe it ? 


CHAP, 
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Cray. IIL 


The Irreligious cannot be neuter in 
matters of Religion. 


He other part of the com- 

pariſon being that Irreli- 

gion leads to eternal torments, 
is yet of nearer concern to Ir- 
religious men. They may be 
apt to ſay that they renounce all 
other, if they can be ſecure of 
their preſent happineſs. That 
they have made choice of earth 
for their eternal manſion ; and 
that this eternity of joyes ſo 
much talkt of could not make 
amends for their loſs. This 
ridiculous and fooliſh anſwer is 
M3 made 

Ro” 


made by ſome with great ear- 
neſtneſs. Preſent things have 
charms ſo ſtrong for them, that 
they cannot be torn from them. 
Their heart can love, and their 
mind fee nothing elle. 

Indeed their conduct would 
not be ſo ſtrange and unpardo- 
nable, if there were but eter- 
nal happineſs to be .won or 
loſt. "They might renounce it 
nor think themſelves more mi- 
ſerable for it. But everlaſting 
torments being into the bar- 
gain , that is the moſt lamen- 
table condition can be imagi- 
ned; is not only uſeful , but 
of an indiſpenſable obligation 
to them to change their be- 
lief. There is no doubting 
and conſidering one fingle mo- 

ment, 
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L, 
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Ment. "Tis fury, and Frenhte 
rather to be expoſed to eter- 
nal torments - than to embrace 
a party where there isno riſque 
at all. | 

"Tis true, Irreligion only 
prefers annihilation to being 
and life : a nothing free from 
ſentiment and milery to a life 
infinitely happy. And to give 
the beſt colour to their choice, 
they imagine that if they loſe 
it they are free from the ſmart 
of their loſs ; fince he can ſuf- 
fer nothing, who is annihilated. 
Bur they will not lee that in 
the uncertainty the queſtion 
was all along ſuppoſed to: be , 
their pretended annihilation 
has its dangers and horrors too. 


If they chance not to be anni- 
M 4 hilated, 


hilated, as it may, or may not 
be, they loſe not only a blel- 
ſed immortality, but fall into 
an everlaſting miſery. But 
if having performed all the 
duties of the Goſpel they are 
cheated of their hopes , they 
can be annihilated, which was 
their firſt choice. This ſeems 
| Clear beyond all expreſſion. 
Vell, fates the Irreligious, 
I reject both immortality, and 
annihilation. I intend to be 


neither Chriſtian nor Irreligi- 


ous. I will keep a perfect 
neutrality. That cannot be. 
Of two oppoſite parties, you 
mult fix upon one. To ful- 
pend is to declare your choice. 
Not to embrace the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, is to oppoſe him. 
Since 
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D 
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* Since tis no matter which way 
we go to work, whether by 4 
dire&t and formal oppoſition 
of a contrary Sect, or by a ne- 
gative unbelief ; either of 
them ſpoiling him of his ho- 
nour. 

Since then there is no medi- 
um between theſe rwo ex- 
treams, you muſt declare ; But 
of which {ide ? For that which 
is the ſureſt. You can do no 
leſs, if you have not loſt all 
ſenſe and care of your ſelf. 
In- either of them there is 
ſomething to hope , or fear. 
The hope of Irreligion is anni- 
hilation ; its fears eternal tor- 
ments. The hopes of Religion 
are eternal happineſs, its 7 9m 
annihilation. So as it was pro- 


ved 
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ved before the greateſt peril of 


Chriſtianity if it proves falle, 
is the greateſt advantage of 
impiety if it proves true. 
Suppoling then, 'as we have 
already done, both parties full 
of equal uncertainty, you ought 
{till co embrace Religion, mo- 
ved thereunto , if not by the 
certainty of the objet, art 
leaſt by the neceſliry you are 
in determining, berween two 
objects , the one infinitely 
ruarrty the other infinitely 
advantagi ious. You muſt chule 
a Religion. | You muſt avoid 
that which is attended by an 
unſpeakable miſery. Theſe 


rwo - neceſlities are equal to 
any certainty. 


Iam 
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I am obliged, faies the Irre- 
ligious, to. be a Chriſtian to 
the double neceſſity I am put 
to of chooling between Reli- 
gion and Irreligion, and to 
avoid that of the two, where- 
in I may be loſt for ever. 
But I am nothing the better 
for it. My will may ſubmit, 
but my underſtanding is not 
convinced. I defire, but can- 
not believe. *Tis uſeful , 'ris 
neceſſary to believe, but that 
is nothing to me; fince no 
man could paſs from doubt 
to perſwalion upon ſuch 
ground as this; That Whatſoe- 
ver is good and uſeful to believe is 
undoubtedly true. 

Certainly what greater pre- 


judice can there be for the truth 
of 
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of doftrine which frees us from 
eternal torments, than the ne- 
ceibty of believing it. Thar 
delivery of ours being a neceſ- | 
fary, real, effeftive good, all 
that can contribute efficaciouſly 
to it, mult have the ſame qua- 
lifications. And there is no 
Chimera, the belief whereof be 
neceſlary , or good, to avoid 
eternal miſery. 

It is ar generally true, 
that whatever is good , or ne- 
ceſlary to believe, is true and 
certain ; ſince if it were not lo, 
there would be no uſe: or ne- 
cellity of believing it. If tel- 
ling lies be ſometimes of any 
ufe, ſure believing of them is of 
none at all. Much leſs is there 
an obligation of being Po 

de 
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' ded of them. And we may 
apply to falſhood what Tertull 
an faies of Sin : Thar they 
whole concern it is not to.be 
miſtaken in matters of Religi- 


| on, are far from making itne- 


ceſlary to be miſtaken. Null 
eſt neceſSitas peccandi its quibus una 
eſt neceſsitas non peccandi, But | 
the Irreligious acknowledge it 

, good and neceſflary to believe 
Chriſtian Religion, that he may 
avoideternal damnation; there- 
fore he muſt conclude it true, 
and embrace it. 


' CHAP: 
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Cur. I'V. 


The leaſt degree of probability Re- 
ligion has above Irreligton , 
enough to bring the Irrel; 4 
to a very probable opinion, and 


from opinion to faith. 


Cepoſ ng Religion true and 
certain 1a it ſelf, it is not 
ſo to me, ſaies the Irreligious, 
who leeing nothing in it but 
uncertain , Or at n.FY proba- 
ble. Faich implies an pot 
to what you believe as to a cer- 
tain, and not a probable thing. 
How therefore can I believe 
any Religion as undoubted 
which is ſtill uncertain to me. 


This 


— 


- 
. 
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This indeed cannot be as 
long as you have no greater 
light. Bur cill it hcreaſes and 
flames to a higher degree , do 
now What lies in your power. 
You confels Chriſtianity is a lit- 
tle more probable than Irreligi- 
on. "That can hinder you then 


to embrace the moſt probable 


party , and ſpecially when it 
ſecures your eternity , reputa- 
tion, and all other advantages. 
Muſt you be divided and rack- 
ed by different paſſions, and 
complain at the ſame time of 
the neceſſity and impoſhbbility 
of believing ? And why will 
you deny your felt in this-oc- 
calion, that which you do in 
all others, that is, to follow the 
moſt probable opinion ? - Irre- 
ligion 
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ligion was no leſs uncertain to 
you at thatvery time you lookr 
upon it, as more probable than 
Chriſtianity. Yet its uncer- 
tainty did not fright you from 
running into it. The liberty 
and independency. it promiſed 
made you relign up all your 
doubts. Why then, the one 
giving you ſo great hopes do 
you refuſe to do for it what you 
do for the other. _ : 

Perhaps you deny it to be 
more probable. Well, let it 
be ſo. The moſt you can do 
for Irreligion is to doubt. 
Maintain as long as you pleaſe 
the eternity of the World, and 
the morrality of the ſoul. Pur 
your ſentiments in their moſt 
favourable light, you can never 
de- 
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demonſtrate and - free; them. 

from doubts. After all your 

| endeavours they will be ſtill 

| opinions, and nothing but opi-. 
nions. Bur if you doubt 'of 

* them in the leaſt,. you ought to 
forſakerhem. It being anhor- 
rid 'madnels to ventnre yout 
falvation upon - an uncertain 
opinion. Jp/o fafto, that it is 
an opinion it may © be falſe : 
and if it be ſo, you ruine your 
ſelf for ever. In a concern as 
importanit. as. eternity 15 , you 
mult. rely upon dogms which 
cannot miſlead you. 

Bur till you conceive how 
far Chriſtianity is from miſlead- 
ing you, ſubmic to it. "That 
ſedfaſt diſpoſition of mind to 


believe comes from the will ; 


N and 
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and if this be determined, rhe 
other will quickly be per{wa 
ded. Faith muſt not depend 


upon the relation of ſenles, or 
the evidence of reaſon, but its 
own determination. Youare 
not concerned to know , bur 
to believe. Science may chal- 
tenge demonſtrations, but the 
glory of faith is to ſubmit to 
Gods authority. Though its 
ſeat be in the mind, yet it de- 
pends almolt totally 2a the 
will : which induced Sr. Auſtin 
to lay, thatirdepends fron hu- 
mane liberty to believe or nor 
believe. 

If ſome want penetration 
and light, none wants a good 
will. Nothingelle is required 
to believe. Almighty God fo 


rem- 
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*'tempered our faith, as to pro- 
portion it to all ſorts of trains, 
becaule being ablolutely-neceſ- 
fary to falvation, and the pe- 
nerration of ' men fo different ; 
had it depended from their 
parts the unlearned would have 
been exchided from it. But 
now the Ignorant are even 
with the greateſt Doctors. 
Thus it is eafte to paſs from 
uncertainty to certainty, forcing 
our underſtanding to believe. 
Nocwithftanding all its relu- 
Etances ; and reducing nrtcer- 
rainty to Inevidence which ts 


the character of Faith. 


CHAP. 
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Crap. V. 


The Ireligious of education, if there 
is any, may be convinced of the 
truth of Chriſtiauty, by Scri- 
ture, and miracles. 'T be Irre- 

 ligious of. profeſSion muſt ſupply 
his want of evidence by a ſncere 


bearty will. 


Do not know what can be 
oppoſed to thoſe 'princi- 
ples except one ſhould ſay that 
faith depends not immediately 
from the will, becauſethe will 
does not believe by it ſelf, bur 
only determines the under- 
ſtanding to believe. Bur that 
determination ſtill preſuppoſes 
aconviction ; the empire of the 
will 
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*will being not fo great as to 
{way the underſtanding, with- 
out at leaſt a ſeeming” reaſon 
to {atishe it. 

This Objection might be of 
ſome weight, propoſed by an 
Irreligious 1 man of education al- 
together unacquainted with 
Chriſtianity. Then I would _ 
prove the exiſtence of God by 
the teſtimonies hegave of him- 
| ſelf in the Scripture, and the 
Scripture by thoſe infinite won- 
ders he wrought by Moſes , 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

The Apoltles "ood the 
world with arguments of this 
nature. Nations aftoniſhed at 
the fight of dead men riſing 
from their graves , could not 


doubt - whether the power 
N 2} which 
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which exceeded fo: much that 
of nature, did really exiſt. Mi- 
racles made it vilible to their 
eyes ; and this was the object 
to -which their will applied 
their underſtanding, to the end 
it might be ſubject to the obe- 
dience of faith. 

Nor hasthat ſort of Irreligi- 
ous men leſs ground to believe 
them, than a!l the Nations con- 
verted by the Apoſtles. They 
muſt look upon thole miracles 
as if they had been wrought 
before their own eyes. "They 
have in them the fame power 
of conviction as they had be- 
fore, and prove no leſs againſt 
them than they did againſt the 
Heathens. The differences of 
time take nothing from proofs 
| which 
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*which conſiſts in matters. of 
fac. Miracles may pals, but 
the truth. of a fa& is unchan- 
geable. It out-laſts them ; and 
as long as it is true that Chriſt 
and his Servants wrought mi- 
racles to prove his divinity , 
they muſt .ſeem to any ratio- 
nal man invincible arguments. 

Suppoling then that any 
man born Irreligious, ſhould 
deſire light to fire his under- 
ſtanding upon, that he might 
believe ;j he ſhould ſeek no 
where for it but in the autho- 
rity of God who has ſpoken 
in the Scriptures , and autho- 
riled the Scriptures by mira- 
cles. When God ſpeaks to us, 
his words are infallible, his au- 
N44 thort- 


176 ATreatiſe againſt Irreligion. 

thority ſoveraign ; our ſubmiſt 
fon bears no limitations : and ' 
the diſpute being reduced to 
matter of fa&, any ingenuous 


ſouls would be eafily fatisfied. 
Bur there 1s no ſuch Irreligi- 
ous of education, all mery be- 
ing brought up in ſome Re- 
ligion' or 'othet. The Irreli- 
gious of our times are lo of 
profeflion, decaied Chriſtians, 
nated Apoſtates, who ha- 
ving been brought up in the 
principles of Chriſtianity, were 
carried to Irreligion either by 
corrupted * companies , bad 
books, and above all, a pro- 
dipious inclination to riot- and 
 Exceſles. - They want no light 
ro believe the {ymbol of the 
"C223 Apo- 
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'Apoſtles. They need but re+ 
or what they had- been 
taught before their depravati- 
on, and refreſh thoſe Ideas fin 
has ſo entirely defaced in 
them. 

They pretend they cannot 
believe , bells they do not 
{ee things with their: - own 
eyes. | 
Bur there is a vaſt difterence 
between not believing a thing, 
becauſe we have proofs of -its 
falſhood, and not believing it 
becauſe we want ſufficient ar- 
guments of its truth. "The 
underſtanding may be more ea- 


fily ſubdued in che ſecond ſenſe 
than in the firſt ; and the will 
ſwaied ai the authoriry of the 

ſpeaker 
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ſpeaker may ſupply the want 


of ON. ..;: 
-- This inſufficiency or rather 
inevidence of pr obs 3 S 15 the on- 
ly foundation * their incredu- 
| ty. Bur alas, how ground- 
lets and "EE Þ 2 How won- 
derfal is the confidence of men 
who complain of the inſuffici- 
ency of proofs to believe Chri- 
ſtianiry, whereas they have the 
ſame inſufhciency in the prin- 
ciples of Irreligion. How ma- 
ny times did paſtion or the au- 
thoriry of their Teachers ſup- 
ply their want of reaſon ? Did 
they not produce ſo many acts 
of faith as OI are incompre- 


henſible conſequences in the 
worlds eter Why do 
” 


. IC 
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refuſe to do the fame now, and 
rely upon an authority conſide- 
rable by an infinite number ' of 
miracles. 

They grant no more in that, 
but what is required of them 
either in ſciences, ' or in the 
commerce of humane life. 
They are concerning; the ſe- 
crets of God as an apprentice 
cotally un:cquainted with the 
principles, and terms of the arr 
he learns. Bur there is no prin- 
ciple apprentice, asthe Philoſo- 
pher and experience teach us, 


burmuſt beleve what he can- 


[not apprelv:nd. The blind 


belief he crives to his Ma- 


ſters dire&ions, is the foundati- 


on of all the perfection he can 


COMme 
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came to in his Art. The firſt 
elements of every Science can- 
not-be- proved ; and {uppoling 
they could, an apprentice is not 
able to underſtand them. His 
beſt is to receive them with an 
entre acquielcence of mind. 
Why then do not the Irreli- 
10s 12 matters fo dark as Re- 
11910n 15,imitate Apprentices 1n 
tie fixſt rudimenrs which are 
giverr tem , or remember 
-vghat they did themſelves when 
they firſt learned any thing ? 
Are tzey more krowing in the 
deep myſteries of Chrittianity, 
than taey were in Geometry 
avd Muixck. They aſlented 
bliadiold to him -w "a taught 
thera tO play upon the Line; 
:n1 
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*and they will not be aſhamed 
to exact from God demonſtra- 
tions for every. Article of his 
Do&trine. Certainly Irreligj- 
On carries men to ſtrange extre- 
mities. Is it poſſible. they 
ſhould not. ſee, thar their rea- 
ſon muſt che more ſubmit ro 
Gods Authority, becauſe thoſe 
myſteries he reveals ynto us are 
infinitely more diſproportion'd 
to our ſenſes, than all Arts and 
Sciences in the world. 


THE END. 
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Books to be ſold by Henry Bon. 
wicke, at the Red-Lion, z Sr. 
Pauls Church-yard. 


' A Geographical deſcription of 
the four parts of the World, . 
raken from the Notes andWorks 
of the famous Mon/teur Sanſon 
by Richard Blome. fol. 


Britania, or a G hical De- 
ſcription of the Kingdoms: of 
England, Scotland and Ireland. 
By Richerd Blome. fol. 

Scapuli Lexicon. 10 FE GO fol. 

Curcellzi Opera. ſod. 

Clarks Martyrology. fob. 


Bocharti Geographia ſacra, quart. 
Glaſſi: Philogta ſacra. quart. 
Dalleus de uſu Patrum. quart. 
Cluveris Geographia. quart. 
Pharmacopea Auguſiina. quart. 
Diemerbroeck Anatomia. quart. 


 Sanrtholini Anatomia. off. 
Schult et; Chyrurgia. off. 
Graaf Opera Medica. oft 
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A Catalogue of Books. 
\ Polidor Virgil Hiſt. Anglia. oft- 
Sermons Preach'd upon ſeveral oc- 
caſions, by John Tillotſon ; D.D. 
Dean of Canterbury ; Preacher 
ro the honourable ſociety of 
Lincolns-Inn, and one of his 
Majeſties Chaplains in Ordinary. 
in two vol. oft. 
The new Politick Lights of Mc- 
dern Romes Church-govern- 
ment, or the new Goſpel accor- 
ding to Cardinal Palaticing re- 
mantel by him in his Hiſtory of 
the Council of Trerr, 
Rapini Opera. duodec. 
Floſeul: Hiſtorici, duodec. 
 Fromman deHzmorrhoid;bus.duod, 


